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Native forest:
132 million hectares, 
98% of Australia’s forest area

Commercial plantations: 
1.95 million hectares 
1.5% of Australia’s forest area

Other forest:
0.47 million hectares 
0.4% of Australia’s forest area, and 
comprising mostly non-commercial
plantations, and planted forests of 
various types.

3% of the world’s forests
Seventh largest forest area in the 
world



NATIVE FORESTS
(132 million hectares total)

88 million hectares are 
private or leasehold

46 million hectares are 
protected for biodiversity

conservation

10 million hectares are
multiple-use public forests

52% of Australia’s forests 
Almost all is native forest

INDIGENOUS 
FOREST ESTATE

COMMERCIAL 
PLANTATIONS

1 million hectares of 
softwood species (mostly pines) 

0.9 million hectares of 
hardwood species (mostly 

eucalypts) 

0.01 million hectares of 
other plantations

There is huge potential for better private and indigenous forest (or potential forest) management

70 million hectares



So, what of the future of forestry in Australia? I enlisted some help…

➢ Where do you work?

➢ What type of forests underpin your work?

➢ Who do you work for?

➢ In what field/s do you mostly work?

➢ What is your current career level?

➢ The future of forestry in Australia is: Bleak (0) ---- Bright (10)

➢ Provide a word, sentence or paragraph that represents your feelings about the future of forestry in 
Australia

➢ What is one action you believe would secure a bright future for forestry in Australia

➢ Who would be responsible for implementing the action you identify above?



The short survey aimed to capture the mood in forestry in Australia at this point in time and 
across the different facets of our industry and profession.

= 329 (total 
respondents)



Most people are either on the fence or positive about the future of forestry in Australia



When asked to provide a word, sentence or paragraph that best described their feelings about 
the future of forestry in Australia:



“Plantation forestry has a future, native 
forestry is at the whim of politicians”

“Opportunities, misunderstood 
industry, the old days are over”

“High demand for wood 
fibre, not enough resource”

“Timid and defensive with too limited 
a vision as to our potential”

“The more Australia buggers up the 
more we can send of our Russia woods”

3

Numbers in green are the respondents positivity about the future of forestry from 
0 (Bleak) to 10 (Bright)

7

10

5 10

“I see no indication of any cultural 
change in the forest industry” 0



ACTION 2

Long term policy with
support/investment

Native/natural forests
Agroforestry

Hardwood plantations

The top 3 suggested actions to secure the future of forestry in Australia…

ACTION 1

Community engagement,
public education and

advertising what we do

Native/natural forests
Agroforestry

Hardwood plantations
Softwood plantations

Softwood plantations

A carbon price and/or 
access to carbon markets

ACTION 3

Long term policy with
support/investment

Agroforestry
Hardwood plantations

Softwood plantations

A carbon price and access 
to carbon markets

Native/natural forests

Manage for sustainability 
not $$



Can we reconcile a future for sustainable use of native forests in Australia?

“Public native forestry is an albatross
around the forest industry's neck”

(Quote from respondent working in 
agroforestry)

11 respondents, from Queensland, New South Wales and Tasmania raised 
concerns about unsustainable harvest levels. 

19 respondents, primarily from New South Wales and Victoria are convinced 
that native forest timber harvesting is on its death bed.

23 respondents believe the sustainable management of native forests is being 
undermined by a focus on profit-making and inappropriate timber contracts.





“Merge national parks and state forests and manage the whole 
public forest estate as one unit optimally.”

The PM is on board! 
“Timber is the building material of the 21st century and the Morrison Government is beginning the process of creating the initial 
Regional Forestry Hubs to meet future demand for forest products,
“Our Government has committed $12.5 million to the Regional Forestry Hubs and research and development elements of the 
National Forest Industries Plan to further grow Australia’s forest industries and set the industry up for the future.
“This Plan ambitiously aims to deliver a billion new trees to meet a projected quadrupling of global demand for timber products 
by 2050, planting the right trees, at the right scale in the right places.”



The future of forestry (the profession)



The future of forestry (the industry)



“Forestry seems to be through the hard slog of 

reinventing its message; it has a strong licence 

to operate, a fabulous marketing slogan 

(ultimate renewable) and increasingly seen as 

an important land use integrated in other 

production/urban landscapes. (This from a 

relatively new comer to industry…how much 

are we holding ourselves back by our own 

negative thinking and outlook)”



“The future is ours to make”


