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President’s Column 

 

As we near the end of the year your Council is starting to reflect on how to improve the 
services we offer our membership. You will already have noticed the new website, which 
has a fresher look and is hopefully easier to navigate around. Work continues on this, 
Local Sections and the newsletter. 

In early November the Council is meeting to discuss strategy and agree on areas we 
wish to work on in 2016. One key area will be the local sections. The Council view local 
sections as providing the membership with the majority of the objectives of NZIF as 
outlined under Section 6 of the Rules. It is fair to say some local sections are just not 
functioning, others are badly breathing and some are active. Our goal is to make all local 
sections active. 

However local sections do rely on the help of local members. As a start an organising 
committee is required, even if it is just to introduce speakers to a meeting. All local 
sections would welcome help from local members. I would like to encourage you to put 
your name forward to help your local committee. It is an excellent way of networking, 
keeping up to date with local forestry matters and helping the Institute. It does not take 
much time and local committee meetings are often only 1 to 2 hours after work, often 
with a beer in the hand. 

If you think you could help your local section, please let Jay know. 

Another area we are considering making some changes is the newsletter. Originally set 
up to keep members informed, we are finding communication is now more often via 
email on a particular topic. In addition, while the newsletter was seen as a way for 
members to give feedback and promote their views, the reality is we get very little of this; 
and often the inter-member debate is now held on the Linkedin page which is much 
better set up to do this. 

Therefore we are considering reducing the newsletter to monthly, probably starting in 
2016. I would be interested in your views on this. Whilst I would welcome the extra free 
time on my Sundays I also recognise getting the newsletter weekly may be very 
important for some members. Again any thoughts you have on this, please email to Jay. 
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Finally, before the Council's strategy meeting in the first week of November, we would 
love to hear from you the members. What are we doing well? (We love bouquets with 
the brickbats.) What are we doing wrong? What other things should we be considering 
which we are not doing? What is important to you? What makes you want to stay as a 
member? Any and all feedback would be most welcome. Remember this is your 
Institute. We (the Council) are here to ensure we are providing for the members what the 
membership wants. It should not be up to us to set direction, it should be up to you. So 
speak up, send Jay your emails and hopefully we can ensure NZIF continues to be 
relevant to is members. 

 

James Treadwell 

Events 

NZ Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December, from midday  
Venue: Trax Bar, Wellington Railway Station 

ASIF Event  
Valuation of Forest Ecosystem Services and Establishment of Markets for their 
Sustainable Provision - Dr Richard Yao 

Date: 5.30pm Wednesday 21 October  
Venue: Martelli McKegg, Level 20 PWC Tower, 188 Quay St, Auckland  
RSVP: Please RSVP to Philip Elworthy by Friday 16 October 

New Zealand planted forests provide a wide range of goods and services such as 
timber, carbon sequestration, freshwater, soil stabilisation, recreation, and biodiversity 
conservation. However, typically only ecosystem services with market values (e.g. 
timber) are represented in land use decision making while those with non-market forest 
values (e.g. soil stabilisation) are accorded significantly lower importance as they are not 
considered in market transactions. 

This presentation will discuss how non-market values of ecosystem services can be 
estimated and represented in policy discussions. Examples of payment schemes to 
sustain ecosystem services provision will be described. Other emerging approaches for 
accounting for ecosystem services values will also be discussed. The presentation will 
finish with conclusions and future directions. 

This meeting is generously hosted by Martelli McKegg for which ASIF is very grateful. 
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Announcements 

ForestTECH 2015 

Showcasing new developments in mobile applications, communications, remote sensing 
and cloud-based systems to improve forest planning, management and operations 

Date: 18-19 November 2015  
Location: Distinction Rotorua Hotel, Rotorua, New Zealand 

Date: 24-25 November 2015  
Location: Bayview Eden Melbourne, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia 

ForestTECH 2015 will provide local forestry companies with a timely overview of data 
collection tools, systems for better managing and analysing this information and forestry 
apps that have been developed, are available, and are adding value to forestry 
companies around the world right now. 

Full details on the programme for each venue and registration are now available via the 
ForestTECH website. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount on the ForestTECH registration rate, once 
early-bird registrations have closed. Please email Jay for the discount code. 

Travelling workshop - Showcasing medium scale wood fueled heat plant in 
Otago 

A showcase of nine innovative medium scale wood fuelled heat plant and wood fuel 
supply in Otago. 

Date: 28 October 2015, 8am-4.30pm  
Venue: Sustainability Seminar Room, University of Otago, 563 Castle Street, Dunedin  
Cost: Early bird registration $220, registration after 25 October $270 

Otago now has a reliable wood fuel supply with four accredited wood fuel suppliers and 
a range of heat plant applications in schools, rest-homes, institutions and 
accommodation facilities. 

This event is for those interested in understanding modern wood fueled heat plant and 
investing in wood energy facilities throughout New Zealand and Australia. It will provide 
an opportunity to see the heat plant in action and to hear from the owners, operators and 
equipment suppliers. There will be a particular emphasis on fuel handling. 

http://foresttech.events/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz


This is a hands-on event where you see and touch the plant. More information and full 
programme here. Registration form here. 

Scion: Developing best practice for steepland forestry 

Date: 11-12 November 2015  
Location: Gisborne 

Plantations established on steepland are a relatively common sight in New Zealand, but 
the effective management of these forests is challenged by the inherent difficulties of 
working in this terrain. The development of specialised equipment has overcome some 
of these problems, but many steepland management practices still need to be improved, 
particularly in relation to erosion and debris flow. Scion scientists are actively 
researching methods to improve this situation, and are seeking to engage with 
landowners and other forestry stakeholders who are involved with steepland forestry. To 
facilitate this process, Scion is holding an open workshop to provide a forum for 
discussion around the current state of steepland forest management, and the options 
available for future improvements. A field trip will be held on the first day of the 
workshop, and the second day will focus on options to put the issues discussed on day 
one into viable practice. This event is free, but registration using the link below is 
necessary for the event organisers to manage transportation and other logistical issues. 

For more information contact Duncan Harrison, phone 07 343 5848, or visit the website. 

Regional Council takes action on climate change 

Greater Wellington Regional Council  
Media release  
13 October 2015 

The Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) has adopted a climate change 
strategy focused on strengthening the long-term resilience and sustainability of the 
Wellington region through action and awareness. 

“We have realised that, in the absence of meaningful commitment from the Government, 
it is up to councils to take the lead in reducing emissions and preparing their 
communities for the challenge of adaptation “said GWRC chair Chris Laidlaw. 

The strategy demonstrates GWRC is committed to working with the community, 
businesses and other councils in addressing potential impacts, reducing emissions and 
raising awareness about the very real challenges that lie ahead. 

The strategy contains three overarching objectives: 

Mitigation: GWRC will act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) across all its 
areas of influence, including its own operations, helping to create the conditions for a 
smart, innovative, low-carbon regional economy 

Adaptation: Risks from climate change-related impacts are managed, and resilience is 
increased, through consistent adaptation planning and actions based on best scientific 
information 
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Engagement and awareness: Community awareness of climate change mitigation and 
adaptation solutions increases and individuals and organisations know what they can do 
to contribute to the long-term resilience of the region. 

The strategy is accompanied by an implementation plan that sets out actions GWRC will 
take to achieve tangible, measurable outcomes. 

Mr Laidlaw says “many of the actions are currently underway, and we are looking 
forward to working with stakeholders from the community to progress a number of 
others. Those actions range from reducing the emissions associated with the Council’s 
own operations, through to supporting energy efficiency, negotiating with public transport 
operators to achieve lower emission transport options, and ensuring we have up-to-date 
information about both the region’s GHG emissions and the anticipated impacts of 
climate change”. 

GWRC has also been working with Wellington City Council, and both councils are keen 
to promote a region-wide collaborative approach which promises to be more effective 
than individual councils working in isolation. “A concerted, joined-up approach is an 
absolute no-brainer and I’m anxious to get on with it,” said Chris Laidlaw. 

The strategy and implementation plan are available here. 

Media contact: 021 914 266 or comms@gw.govt.nz 

Request 

I am doing a bit of research into early tree introductions into New Zealand, in particular 
Pinus pinaster, which was introduced as a potential timber tree in the 19th century. I was 
wondering if anyone had any further information on this to help me with my research. I 
know the species is still used in Europe in commercial forestry but wondered if it has 
ever been tried here for commercial use and if it was still planted? 

In addition I am keen to find out when plantation forestry of native species started in 
New Zealand. I recall there were some early kauri plantations in Northland in the 1920’s 
and 30’s. 

If any of your members had any information on the above it would greatly assist my 
research and presentation. 

Mike Oates 
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SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop 

The SNI Wood Council in conjunction with the National Biosecurity Capability Network is 
holding a biosecurity workshop to: 

1. Provide the forestry sector in the SNI generally with an understanding of the National 
Biosecurity Capability Network and how it operates; 

2. Provide the Network with key contact points within the SNI forestry sector in the event 
there is a biosecurity response in the region. 

Date: Friday 20 November  
Time: 10am - 3pm. Lunch will be provided  
Venue: ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, Palmerston North  
Purpose: The workshop is to enable understanding of how the NCBN works, who is 
involved, the internal structures, roles and responsibilities, payments for costs incurred 
and to identify areas where improvements can be made. 

This will be followed by a forestry related case study so that participants can better 
understand how a real life incursion response might play out. 

RSVP: Geoff Cameron, CEO Southern North Island Wood Council (Inc), telephone 027 
4450892, by Friday 6 November. 

International Conference on Forest Multi-functional Management 

The 4 th Forest Science Forum 
Date: 20-21 May 2016  
Location: Nanjing, China 

First Announcement 

Forest is the main body of terrestrial ecosystem, with providing forest products, slowing 
climate change, preserving soil and water, and other functions. With the rapid 
development of economy, the sharp growth of population, and the continuous 
improvement of people's living standards, people begin to pay more attention to the 
ecological functions of the forest. 
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In order to promote international exchanges and cooperation of forest multi-functional 
management, show the latest scientific research achievements, discuss the 
development trend, Chinese Society of Forestry will hold a joint symposium bringing 
together the 4th Forest Science Forum - the Symposium of Forest Multi-functional 
Management from May 20 to 21 in Nanjing. The symposium invites worldwide experts to 
attend. 

Call for Papers - Papers are invited worldwide for submission via this link and the report 
will be selected from the submitted papers. 

Contact: Ms. Feng Caiyun, telephone 86-10-62889817 and Mr. Shang Xingpu, 
telephone 86-10-62889817 
Website found here. 

Research at Scion: Revitalising New Zealand communities through forest 
establishment 

Using forest establishment to revitalise the environmental, social and economic health of 
small New Zealand communities 

In 2012, Scion’s Forest Systems Team carried out an investigation into the factors 
causing the decline of the environmental and social health in the Waiapu Catchment, 
located on New Zealand’s East Coast. This research found that historic deforestation 
was driving massively increased erosion and nutrient loss, degrading both land and 
water quality. This environmental degradation eventually translated into significant 
economic and social decline as the capacity of the land to support the local community 
deteriorated. This process was predicted to be accelerated by climate change, which 
would further enhance land degradation. It was recommended that a reforestation 
programme be initiated to help restore this community. 

The outcomes of this project were accepted by various national and local bodies, and 
have become part of a recently announced 100-year partnership between the Ministry 
for Primary Industries, Te Runanga o Ng?ti Porou and Gisborne District Council to 
restore the health of the Waiapu Catchment. As recommended by the Scion team, 
establishing new radiata pine plantations on the highly erodible land is a key priority for 
the partnership, as this will to reduce soil degradation and provide new sources of 
employment within the community. This combination of environmental, social and 
economic research carried out by Scion is now considered a model to identify 
opportunities to maintain and improve the way of life in small communities around New 
Zealand. 

More information here. 

NZ Farm Forestry Association Wairarapa Branch Field Day 

Radiata pine - trials past and present in Wairarapa forests 

Date: Saturday 7 November, 9am-4pm 

We have a fantastic field day planned, involving a tour through Juken NZ’s Wairarapa 
forests - one of the Wairarapa’s biggest forest estates, with a forest history going back to 
Forest Service days. We are very grateful to Juken NZ for hosting this day. We will visit 
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a range of trials within the forests - some well-established, some very new, and hear 
about what has been learnt and where to next for radiata pine breeding. We will learn 
about Juken NZ’s forest management, including their use LiDAR technology for forest 
mapping and management, and recent introduction of durable eucalypts into their 
plantation mix. We will also see some great countryside, and travel on roads rarely open 
to the public. All welcome for a fascinating, informative and scenic day! 

Full programme here . 

RSVP: Harriet Palmer 021 02532529 
Contact: Stu Orme 06 370 2068 for more information 

Research at Scion - Understanding more about the New Zealand small block 
estate 

Scion wants to get in touch with small block owners to improve the state of knowledge 
regarding the size, condition and future of the woodlots around New Zealand 

Scion has recently started a programme to more accurately catalogue information about 
the privately owned small block radiata pine estate in New Zealand. These blocks are 
generally planted on more fertile sites than the larger forest blocks established by 
forestry companies, and are therefore better sources of data for identifying the drivers of 
radiata pine productivity and the limits of site carrying capacity under these conditions. 
This information will be of value across the whole sector, as it is likely to allow better use 
of marginal land as well. To start this process, a series of simple questions has been 
produced: 

  What size (ha) is your stand and when was it planted? 

  Who manages the stand? 

  What is the prime purpose of the stand? (e.g milling the timber; carbon crop; hunting 

block; erosion control) 

  At what rotation age will you harvest your radiata? 

  Are you planning to replant radiata, or something else? 

  If your stand is less than 10 years old, are you likely to prune and thin your stand? 

  Has your stand been assessed for wood quality, or will it be assessed, prior to harvest? 

  Are you planning any pre-harvest inventory and, if so, what would that involve? 

If you are willing to provide any information on your radiata block, please contact Karen 
Bayne. 
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NZ Dryland Forests Initiative Hawke’s Bay Seminar 

Field Visit and Evening Presentations  
‘Ground-durable eucalypts: a new forestry opportunity’ seminar 

This seminar is aimed at all Hawke’s Bay landowners with an interest in sustainable, 
innovative land use, including sheep and beef farmers, vineyard owners/managers and 
organic or low-input farmers. 

Date: Wednesday 4 November 2015  
Venue: Havelock North Community Centre  
Time: 1.30 afternoon field visit; 5.30pm meal; 6.30pm presentations  
Cost: $35 for meal 

Please register and make payment if applicable by October 29 2015 to: Mandy 
Mitchell or NZDFI, c/- MRC, Private Bag 1007, Blenheim 7240 

For further information, contact: Harriet Palmer 021 025 32529 or Paul Millen 021 662 
147 

See attached flyer for more information and the full programme here. 

Scion - 2015 International Year of Soils Seminar Series 

Date: A series of ten seminars held every Friday from 11 September 2015, 3-4pm  
Location: Commerce Lecture Room 1, Lincoln University 

Lincoln University is hosting a series of seminars outlining various aspects of soil 
research conducted in New Zealand. There are many talks of interest, including the role 
of earthworms in soil function (13 November). The seminar series is free and no 
registration is necessary, so if you are in the Canterbury region, or passing through from 
September to November, please have a look at the seminar schedule provided on 
the website. 

In the News 

Forestry workers watched by drones 

Heather Simpson, The Marlborough Express, 18 October 2015 

Marlborough District Council officers keeping tabs on forestry blocks have started using 
drone technology as part of compliance checks. 

Environmental protection officers have trialled the council's harbours drone to capture 
aerial video and still footage of blocks on angles not possible by foot. 

Officers used the footage when checking to see if blocks were compliant with their 
resource consents. 

Monitoring of forestry blocks in Northbank, Port Underwood, Rai Valley and the 
Marlborough Sounds was rolled out during harvesting. 
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The monitored forestry blocks covered 10,051 hectares, and represented 13 per cent of 
planted forests in Marlborough. 

The council informed forestry managers before they monitored a site. 

Overall the industry is consistently trying to improve. From time to time events conspire 
against us that we have no control over such as a heavy rainfall event. 

"There will be incremental improvements, it won't just be a big bang." 

Full article here. 

NASA/USGS Mission Helps Answer: What Is a Forest? 

Examining eight different satellite-derived maps of global forest cover, a team of 
scientists from NASA and other institutions noticed striking differences. The forested 
area on the maps differed by as much as 6 percent of Earth’s land area, nearly 
equivalent to the size of China. The reason, they found with the help of the Landsat 
satellites, was varied definitions of what constitutes a forest. With deforestation 
responsible for up to one-sixth of greenhouse gas emissions, an accurate measurement 
of global forests figures prominently into carbon cycle studies. 

Large international organizations vary substantially in their definition of forests. The 
researchers found that when different satellite-based calculations use different 
definitions, it can severely compromise forest area calculations in regions that have less 
dense tree cover, such as savannahs and shrublands. 

“Whereas previous studies mentioned the discrepancy, our analysis quantified and 
mapped it globally and connected it to estimates of biomass and economic value,” said 
Joseph Sexton, a senior scientist at the University of Maryland’s Global Land Cover 
Facility in College Park, and lead author of the study. 

Read more here. 

 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs. 
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 ASIF event, Valuation of Forest Ecosystem Services present by Dr Richard Yao, 

5.30pm, hosted by Martelli McKegg, RSVP to Philip Elworthy - 21 October 2015 

 Scion International Year of Soils Seminar Series, 3pm, Commerce Lecture Room 1, 

Lincoln University -23 October 2015 (every Friday until 13 November 2015) 

 Showcasing medium scale wood fueled heat plant in Otago, Sustainability Seminar 

Room, University of Otago, 563 Castle Street, Dunedin, website - 28 October 2015 

 NZ Dryland Forests Initiative Hawke’s Bay Seminar, Field Visit and Evening 

Presentations: ‘Ground-durable eucalypts: a new forestry opportunity’, to register 

email Mandy Mitchell - 4 November 2015 

 NZ Farm Forestry Association Wairarapa Branch Field Day, Radiata pine - trials past 

and present in Wairarapa forests, contact Stu Orme for info or Harriet Palmer to RSVP 

- 7 November 2015 

 Developing good practice for steepland forestry, Workshop and field day in 

Gisborne, website - 11-12 November 2015 

 ForestTECH, Distinction Hotel, Rotorua, website -18-19 November 2015 

 SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop, ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, 

Palmerston North, RSVP to Geoff Cameron - 20 November 2015 

 New Zealand History of Science conference, email Rebecca Priestley -23-24 November 

2015 

 ForestTECH, Bayview Eden, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia, website - 24-25 

November 2015 

 Product Quality Improvement Innovation Cluster meeting, Rotorua, website - 25 

November 2015 

 Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015, from midday, Trax Bar, Wellington Railway 

Station - 11 December 2015 

 Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website-14-18 March 2016 

 ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, email - 16 March 2016 

 International Conference on Forest Multi-functional Management: the 4th Forest Science 

Forum, Nanjing, China, website - 20-21 May 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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