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President’s Column 

 

Sustainability. What does this word mean to you? Over the last few weeks I have a 
numerous discussions over this word, and I have come to realise it means different 
things to different people. However, one common thread is it is long term, or inter-
generational. I personally believe this is the key to the word. If what you own or manage 
is yours for generations then you will look after it with the goal of improving it for the next 
generation. Rather than asking what can I get from this, you ask how can I improve this? 

Improve it, not just environmentally but also economically. Sustainability needs both in 
order to be successful. If a venture is not economically viable then it will be allowed to 
degrade. If a venture is not environmentally viable, then it will eventually collapse. 

NZIF is looking at ways we can improve the sustainability of forestry. The Forest Policy 
Project is one avenue where we are pushing the need for sustainability. The project has 
the goal of being intergenerational. We are also working on an award or awards with 
sustainability front and centre. I hope to be able to provide more detail on these in the 
near future. We are also looking at the sustainability of the Institute itself. We are asking 
why we are here, what make us attractive to the younger generation and how do we 
need to adapt to ensure we can continue for many generations to come. I am strongly 
encouraged by the Council's wish to look at better ways to provide benefits to members. 
Everyone around the council is passionate about the need for NZIF to be sustainable. 

For too long as an industry we have been scared to speak up. I do not believe there is 
any other industry that has the good news stories we have. I do not believe there is any 
industry who has the sustainable credentials we have. It is time we brought these to the 
attention of the public and the Government. it is time we had a plan to educate 
architects, NGO’s, Government, the general public and even ourselves on the multiple 
benefits we as an industry can bring to the country. It is time we promoted our skills and 
let farmers, DoC, city planners, Fish and Game and others know our skills can help them 
achieve their goals. Who is better at planting ever-lasting riparian strips; Farmers or 
Foresters? Who can help DoC with pest control and building up the biodiversity in our 
indigenous forests? Who best to advise town planners what trees to plant within their 
town boundaries? We all have a unique skill set, but we very rarely promote it beyond 
traditional forestry. NZIF is determined to promote the sustainability of the industry and 
to educate non-foresters on the multiple benefits of forests and foresters. Your Council 



has started looking into how to do this and I am hopeful to have more to report on this in 
the near future. 

I wonder what sustainability means to you: It would be great to hear some views from 
members. I would also like to know whether you think NZIF should be promoting the 
skills of our membership beyond the traditional forms industry. We are here for you. You 
need to speak up and tell us what you want so we can ensure we can deliver, and 
therefore remain sustainable and in place for generations to come. 

 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

From the Administrators 

Dates for 2015 and 2016: the newsletter will run every Monday afternoon until Monday 7 
December. The first newsletter for 2016 will be Monday 1 February. 

From the Registrar 

Registration Reviews 

The Board at its recent meeting approved the continuing Registration of the following: 

  Mr P Brown of Te Awamutu 

  Mr N Chandler of Auckland 

  Mr P Clark of Rotorua 

  Mr J Hornby of Nelson 

  Mr P Houston of Whangarei 

  Mr D Janett of Christchurch 

  Mr B Johnson of Auckland 

  Mr R Larcombe of Rotorua 

  Mr A Laurie of Waimate 

  Mr H Levack of Wellington 

  Mr A McEwen of Wellington 

  Mr C McMiken of Nelson 

  Mr P Silcock of Thames 

  Mr R Thompson of Auckland 

  Mr K Tsang of Auckland 

  Ms M Woods of Auckland 

Mike Marren 
 
 

Jon Dey Award 



 

The Board of the NZIF Foundation has agreed with the family of the late Jon Dey to 
establish the Jon Dey Award. 

The Foundation is now seeking donations from Jon’s colleagues and friends in order to 
supplement funds from the Dey family, Rotary Club of Wellington and others. 

Purpose of Award 

To assist research projects in the areas of work study or new technology aimed at 
improving forest engineering and harvest productivity. Projects need to be regarded as 
likely to be of practical application in New Zealand forestry. The research project must 
be undertaken at a recognised scientific institute or tertiary education institute in New 
Zealand under qualified supervision, and with demonstrated support from those working 
in the field of forest engineering and harvesting. 

Size and term of award 

To be determined by the Foundation Board in association with members of the Dey 
family once the available funding is established. It is anticipated there could be one or 
more annual awards, made available over a few years. 

Making Donations 

If you wish to make a donation to the Foundation, payments are be made by: 

 Cheque - to NZIF Foundation, P O Box 10513, Wellington 

 Internet Banking - BNZ 02 1269 0014573 00, please remember to include your name in 

the details field. 

If a receipt is needed for a donation deposited to the bank account, please email 
the Foundation advising the donation has been made, details of the donation (so it can 
be tracked in the bank records) and where the receipt should be sent. 

Remember, donations qualify for tax rebates, so give more and claim some back from 
IRD. 

Enquiries can be emailed or telephoned to (04) 974 8421. 

Andrew McEwen 
Chairperson, NZIF Foundation 

Member’s Voice 

mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz


Mention in NZIF Newsletter 2015-38 of Mick O’Neill as the “fiery Irishman” brings to mind 
an anecdote told by the late Geoff Chavasse from when he was Mick’s senor forester 
during Mick’s reign as Conservator of Forests, Southland. They got into a technical 
argument, and it was getting rather heated on Mick’s part. So Geoff took the bull by the 
horns with “Mick, who’s ever hear of a red-haired Irishman losing his temper?” A silence, 
then it was broken by Mick bursting into laughter. Situation successfully defused! 

Rowland Burdon 

Forest Policy Project (FPP) 

 

Getting started on THE VISION - New Zealand’s (Forests in the) Future 

1. Our People - New Zealanders: 

 expect to live in a clean, green country 

 care deeply about the health of Planet Earth 

 wish to live in a sustainable way that will ensure the future of succeeding generations 

 are willing to make sacrifices to achieve these aspirations 

2. Our forests: 

 are recognised as a critical element of the ecosystem 

 forest health, sustainability and biodiversity are seen to be vital national priorities 

 are seen as a huge store of carbon and play a major role in mitigating the risks posed by 

climate change and extreme weather events 

 provide Ecosystem Services recognised as benefits that have comparable national 

economic importance to tradeable products. 

3. Our indigenous protection forests are recognised as: 

 a well-managed source of the majority of the nation’s diversity of living things 

 the primary source of clean water 

 a prerequisite to healthy streams, rivers and harbours 

 a vital buffer to land erosion and flooding caused by extreme weather 

4. Our plantation forests and integrated farm-forests are recognised as: 

 playing a major role in the national and export economies 



 important for the sustainability of the environment 

 a widespread, diverse and attractive feature of the rural landscape 

5. Our wood processing and manufacturing industries are recognised as: 

 playing a major role in the national and export economies 

 providing innovative and high value products as a sustainable alternative to non-

renewable sources 

 increasing the planet’s stored carbon 

Nigel Williams 

Events 

ASIF Local Section Event 

Seminar: 'Perceptions of Forestry' 
Date: Wednesday 11 November, 5.30pm for a 6pm start 
Venue: Simpson Grierson Function Room, Level 27, the Lumley Centre, 88 Shortland 
Street, Auckland 
RSVP: Philip Elworthy 

The theme is all important for the forest sector's work towards preparing a robust Forest 
Policy for the Nation. Understanding how facets of the public perceive forestry is an 
important part of determining how the policy writers set out and phrase policy - and also 
how the sector could best fashion the promotion which will surround the release of the 
work of the Forest Policy Project Teams. 

Three speakers will each present different perspectives on the subject: 

 Tony Ryall, Simpson Grierson's special advisor on public policy and ex-MP; 

 Richard Gardiner, lawyer and senior policy advisor to Federated Farmers; 

 Paul Nicholls, Rayonier's Managing Director, Asia Pacific Forestry Resources and 

President of NZ Forest Owners Association 

Please diary the 'Perceptions of Forestry' Seminar now and send Philip Elworthy an 
RSVP. Car parks are available before 6pm by accessing the 8th floor from Emily Place 
and pressing the labelled button to speak to the Receptionists. 

Each speaker has been told a guideline presentation might extend to 20-25 minutes and 
there will be time for discussion and debate following. 

Tony Ryall has offered to speak on the subject "Decision-makers perceptions of the 
forestry sector: is there a problem?" 
Richard Gardiner will present on how Federated Farmers perceive forestry and how the 
policy of opposing foresters 'land-grabbing' of a couple of decades ago, might now be 
changing. 
Paul Nicholls will pick up on what he presented to the NZIF Conference in 2014 at 
Napier on 'Public Perceptions of Forestry' and will outline the new FOA initiatives 
underway which includes collecting updated survey information. 

mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com


NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section 

Christmas function with guest speaker Alan Tinnelly - Cyclone Ita windthrow event and 
native log recovery on the West Coast. 

Date: Wednesday 2 December 2015, 4pm 
Venue: Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond 
RSVP: Angus Malcolm by Wednesday 25 November 
 
Cyclone Ita caused significant windfall damage to indigenous forests on the West Coast 
and Northern South Island. The scale of wind-blown forest was exceptional with 
40,000ha of forest on public conservation land affected. The quantity of wind fallen trees 
prompted a call for the timber to be recovered, with special legislation needed to be 
passed. 

Logging is currently underway. 

Alan, as Senior Technical Advisor for MPI overseeing operations, has a fantastic array of 
photos, and will provide a commentary on how it is all proceeding. 

This will be our last local section event for 2015, so all members and potential members 
are welcome to stay for a drink and nibbles afterwards. 

NZ Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December, from midday 
Venue: Trax Bar, Wellington Railway Station 

New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop 

Date: 24 November 2015, 9am-3.30pm 
Venue: SCION, Rimu Room, Te Papa Tipu Innovation Park, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua 
Cost: This workshop is free of charge for the first 50 delegates who register; thereafter a 
fee of $30 per person will contribute towards catering. Sponsorships are welcome. 
To register or for more information: Carel Bezuidenhout 

SCION’s second Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop aims to (a) bring 
industry people up to date on various value chain ideas, trends and opportunities, (b) 
allow industry people to meet new connections and (c) help to shape SCION’s value 
chain optimisation research programme in order to deliver pertinent results. The 
workshop will have several talks and a few discussion sessions. Various industry 
general managers, researchers, supply chain managers, marketing managers, traders 
and government groups have indicated their interest to attend. 

Presentations include: 

 Adding value and minimising costs along the NZ forestry value chain - Dave Robertson 

(Nelson Forests Ltd 

 Understanding different collaborative value creation strategies for the wood industry - 

Prof Hamish Gow (Massey University) 

 The top-end of the value chain; land-use, a balancing act - Dr Tanira Kingi (SCION) 

 Wood export opportunities to India – challenges and trends - Jacob Mannothra (Zindia) 

mailto:angus.malcolm@capi.co.nz
mailto:Carel.bezuidenhout@scionresearch.com


Full programme here. 

 

Announcements 

SCFNZ Limited Scholarships - University of Canterbury 

The SCFNZ Limited Scholarships (Bachelor of Forestry Science) will open on 23 
November for domestic students enrolling in the BForSc in 2016 - applicants need to 
have completed their secondary study in 2015. 

These scholarships are funded for the years 2014 to 2018 by SCFNZ Limited, in support 
of students entering the Bachelor of Forestry Science degree programme at the 
University of Canterbury. Two scholarships will be available annually. 

For more information, visit here. 

Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference 14-18 March 2016 

 

Scion will be hosting an international Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference (FGPC 
2016) as part of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) 
calendar of events. 

The conference website is now live and is being regularly updated as more details are 
confirmed. 

Venue: Rotorua Energy Events Centre, Queens Drive, Rotorua 
Date: 14-18 March 2016 
Call for Abstracts final submission date: Thursday 26 November 2015 
Early bird registration closes: Thursday 14 January 2016 

The conference theme is “The next generation”, and a stimulating programme is being 
developed to include open dialogue on how to maximise productivity as well as the 
application of new technologies, such as genomics and remote sensing. We aim to 
showcase a range of ‘next generation’ opportunities including, showcasing multiple 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1574
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/scholarshipsearch/ScholarshipDetails.aspx?ScholarshipID=6935.1562
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/www.fgpc2016.nz


forestry species, and putting it all together to create outcomes for our forestry growing 
systems. 

The programme will be led by invited speakers that are internationally renowned, 
including Dario Grattapaglia from Brazil (eucalypts), Jerry Tuskan (poplar) and Christine 
Dean (Douglas-fir) from the USA, Antoine Kremer (pines and oaks) from France, Brian 
Cullis (statistics) from Australia, Ulrich Shurr (phenotyping) from Germany, Dave Pont 
(Individual-tree phenotyping) and John McEwan (animal genomics) from New Zealand. 

The conference is designed to appeal to academics, scientists, molecular and 
quantitative geneticists, silvicultural scientists interested in genetics, and government 
organisations and industry stakeholders. Geneticists from sectors outside forestry will 
also find topics of interest. 

NZIS Health and Safety Event 

NZIS member rates are available to NZIF members. 

 Whangarei 

Venue: Barge Showground - Members Room, Maunu Road, Maunu 
Date: 10 November, 7-10am 

 Wellington - Kapiti 

Venue: Lindale Lodge, 3-7 Ventnor Drive, Kapiti 
Date: 11 November, 9am-12noon 

 Christchurch 

Venue: Riccarton Park, 165 Racecourse Road, Broomfield 
Date: 19 November, 12noon-3pm 

 Queenstown 

Venue: Novotel Queenstown Lakeside, Earl Street and Marine Parade, Queenstown 
Date: 20 November, 9am-12noon 

Workplace Health and Safety Reform 

NZIS has already completed some overview workshops on Health and Safety and now 
we would like to bring you further follow-up training on the actual released changes to 
the Act. 

The Health and Safety Reform Bill has been passed by Parliament. It will come into 
effect on 4 April 2016. A final version of the new Bill can be seen here. 

Workshop Outline 

  Context to the changes in Health and Safety 

  Timeline 

http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/about/reform


  Critical new /strengthened concepts: 

 PCBU - (PCBU means a person conducting a business or undertaking: whether the person 

conducts a business or undertaking alone or with others; and whether or not the business or 

undertaking is conducted for profit or gain). 

 Officer - especially due diligence obligation 

 Worker 

 Sphere of influence - linked to nature of business or undertaking and not limited by employment 

or commercial contract. 

 Safety in design - whole of life 

 Focus on occupational health - especially asbestos 

 Lone/remote working 

 Move from hazard to risk 

 Worker participation 

 New penalties (not just financial) 

  Case studies (2x20 minutes) of how this will impact on companies 

  The SME governance perspective 

  Discussion and forum 

Presenter 
In conjunction with the Institute of Directors this Health and Safety event will be 
presented by Mike Cosman CMIOSH, MinstD of CosmanParkes 

Flyer and event links here. 

 

ForestTECH 2015 

Showcasing new developments in mobile applications, communications, remote sensing 
and cloud-based systems to improve forest planning, management and operations 

Date: 18-19 November 2015 
Location: Distinction Rotorua Hotel, Rotorua, New Zealand 

Date: 24-25 November 2015 
Location: Bayview Eden Melbourne, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1578


ForestTECH 2015 will provide local forestry companies with a timely overview of data 
collection tools, systems for better managing and analysing this information and forestry 
apps that have been developed, are available, and are adding value to forestry 
companies around the world right now. 

Full details on the programme for each venue and registration are now available via the 
ForestTECH website. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount on the ForestTECH registration rate, once 
early-bird registrations have closed. Please email Jay for the discount code. 

SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop 

The SNI Wood Council in conjunction with the National Biosecurity Capability Network is 
holding a biosecurity workshop to: 
1.Provide the forestry sector in the SNI generally with an understanding of the National 
Biosecurity Capability Network and how it operates; 
2.Provide the Network with key contact points within the SNI forestry sector in the event 
there is a biosecurity response in the region. 

Date: Friday 20 November 
Time: 10am - 3pm. Lunch will be provided 
Venue: ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, Palmerston North 
Interested parties: Senior managers, protection managers & GIS operators from forestry 
companies; owners and managers of private woodlots, particularly larger scale 
operators; and contractors who supply services to forestry companies. 
Purpose: The workshop is to enable understanding of how the NCBN works, who is 
involved, the internal structures, roles and responsibilities, payments for costs incurred 
and to identify areas where improvements can be made. 

This will be followed by a forestry related case study so that participants can better 
understand how a real life incursion response might play out. 

RSVP: Geoff Cameron, CEO Southern North Island Wood Council (Inc), telephone 027 
4450892 

Scion - 2015 International Year of Soils Seminar Series 

Date: A series of ten seminars held every Friday from 11 September 2015, 3-4pm 
Location: Commerce Lecture Room 1, Lincoln University 

Lincoln University is hosting a series of seminars outlining various aspects of soil 
research conducted in New Zealand. There have been many talks of interest, with the 
final talk this Friday on the role of earthworms in soil function. The seminar series is free 
and no registration is necessary, so if you are in the Canterbury region, or passing 
through f, please have a look at the seminar schedule provided on the website. 

Request 

I am student in Vocational Bachelor Degree in Landscape design and Forestry 
(Advanced Levels + 3 studies years) in France. I am looking for an internship in another 
country, to enrich my experience and my knowledge, during 12 or 16 weeks from end of 
March 2016. 

http://foresttech.events/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:sniwoodcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/calendar-events/2015-international-year-of-soils-seminar-series


Can any or your members propose me an internship, or if you have addresses to be 
recommended to me to make my request? 

I am enclosing my Curriculum Vitae and my covering letter . If you require any further 
information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mathilde Brodut 

In the News 

Forests Look Set To Play Big Role In Paris Patchwork Climate Accord 

Steve Zwick, 23 October 2015 

Indonesia surprised the climate community last month when it shifted the focus of its 
climate action plan from saving forests to generating clean energy. It was a shift that 
made perfect sense on paper, but not on the ground, where the country’s forest fires 
have been pumping more greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere than do all the 
planes, trains, and factories of the United States, as the World Resources Institute (WRI) 
pointed out in a blog post called Indonesia’s Fire Outbreaks Producing More Daily 
Emissions than Entire US Economy. 

“We keep hearing that deforestation is responsible for 10 or 15 percent of global 
emissions,” says WRI’s Fred Stolle, who co-authored the piece. “But in developing 
countries, the figure is more like 60 or 70 percent.” 

For that reason, he welcomes the Coalition for Rainforest Nations (CfRN) insertion of 
provisional definitions of REDD+ into the negotiating text that emerged from talks tonight 
in Bonn. 

Keep reading. 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Whangarei, Barge Showground - Members Room, 7-

10am - 10 November 2015 

 ASIF Local Section Seminar 'Perceptions of Forestry', Simpson Grierson Function 

Room, Level 27, the Lumley Centre, 88 Shortland Street, Auckland, 5.30pm, RSVP 

to Philip Elworthy - 11 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Wellington - Kapiti, Lindale Lodge, 9am-12noon - 11 

November 2015 

 Developing good practice for steepland forestry, Workshop and field day in 

Gisborne, website - 11-12 November 2015 

 Scion International Year of Soils Seminar Series, 3pm, Commerce Lecture Room 1, 

Lincoln University - 13 November 2015 

 ForestTECH, Distinction Hotel, Rotorua, website - 18-19 November 2015 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1579
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1580
http://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/breaking-bonn-talks-enter-final-hours-split-over-finance-and-loss-and-damage/
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
http://gcff.nz/news-and-events/
http://foresttech.events/


 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Christchurch, Riccarton Park, 12noon-3pm - 19 

November 2015 

 SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop, ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, 

Palmerston North, RSVP to Geoff Cameron - 20 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Queenstown, Novotel Queenstown Lakeside, 9am-

12noon - 20 November 2015 

 New Zealand History of Science conference, email Rebecca Priestley - 23-24 November 

2015 

 New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop, 9am-3.30pm, 

SCION, Rimu Room, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua, $30pp (first 50 registrations free), 

contact Carel Bezuidenhout - 24 November 2015 

 ForestTECH, Bayview Eden, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia, website - 24-25 

November 2015 

 Scion Product Quality Improvement Innovation Cluster meeting, 9.45am - 4.15pm, 

Rotorua, information and registration here - 25 November 2015 

 NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Christmas function with guest speaker Alan 

Tinnelly, 4pm, Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond, RSVP to Angus Malcolm - 2 

December 2015 

 Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015, from midday, Trax Bar, Wellington Railway 

Station - 11 December 2015 

 Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 

March 2016 

 ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, website - 16 March 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 

 

mailto:sniwoodcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:NZhistsci2015@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:Carel.bezuidenhout@scionresearch.com
http://foresttech.events/
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