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President’s Column 

 

World leaders gather shortly in Paris to try and reach agreement on limiting 
anthropogenic climate change. In the lead up to these talks representatives of the 
international forestry and wood products community have been vocal around climate-
related issues. The enormity of the task of convincing them that weaning the global 
economy off fossil fuel cannot be overstated, but there is no excuse for not trying or for 
seeing only problems and not solutions. 

The European Timber & Woodworking industry has highlighted emissions amounting to 
14-31% of global CO2 could be avoided by using more timber in construction. This 
reduction occurs by the replacement of carbon-intensive material such as concrete and 
steel and from carbon storage in timber products. A further 12-19% of annual global 
fossil fuel consumption could be saved through using more wood waste as energy, a 
point the International Council of Forest and Paper Associations is keen to emphasise. 

Closer to home, innovations in New Zealand farming practices have been recognised in 
the Dairy Business of the Year Award to Rex and Sharon Butterworth. By installing a 
Herd Home they have profitably reduced the loss of nitrate per hectare from their 
farming operation, in part through the collection and use of effluent as fertiliser. My 
understanding is the recognition afforded the Butterworth’s efforts is for reducing impacts 
on water quality. However, a farming system which collects and utilises nitrate in the 
form of effluent is presumably less reliant on energy intensive artificial fertiliser. By 
addressing water quality problems they are also helping reduce GHG impacts of 
agriculture. 

Farming has to date been exempt obligations on climate change because of a belief 
there is nothing farmers can do. The Butterworth’s award proves otherwise! Especially 
for the worst polluters: dairy farmers. 

Let’s hope our representatives in Paris will understand there are solutions, some of 
which are as simple as encouraging tree planting and, superficially counter-intuitive, 
encouraging wood use. Time is running out for our future generations. New Zealand has 
not been a leader, far less ‘100% pure’ on climate change. It would be good to see this 
reversed and we become known as innovators and doers in the world of climate change 
mitigation. 



 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

Royal Visit 

James Treadwell, President of the New Zealand Institute of Forestry, and Rob de 
Fegely, President of the Institute of Foresters of Australia, enjoyed a meeting with His 
Royal Highness The Prince of Wales during his recent visit to Auckland, New Zealand. 
Geraint Richards, Head Forester of the Duchy of Cornwall, was also in attendance. The 
meeting provided the opportunity for a conversation about forestry in both countries and 
the important role of the Institutes in delivering sustainable forest management. 

Miss Eva Omaghomi, Deputy Communications Secretary to The Prince of Wales and 
The Duchess of Cornwall. Clarence House London 

From the Registrar 

Registration application 

Application to become a Registered Member has been received from: 

 Ms Rosa Rivas Palma of Auckland 

Registration Reviews 

The following Registered Members have their five year reviews due: 

 Mr G Cameron of Wellington 

 Mr J Ellis of Tauranga 

 Mr B Rawley of Tokoroa 

 Mr H Marshall of Rotorua 

Any member of the Institute has the right to object to an application or review. Any 
objection should be made by lodging a notice with the Registrar within 20 working days 
of the first appearance (16 November) of the notice in this Newsletter, specifying the 
grounds of the objection. 

Mike Marren 
Registrar - NZIF Registration Board 

Jon Dey Award 



 

The Board of the NZIF Foundation has agreed with the family of the late Jon Dey to 
establish the Jon Dey Award. 

The Foundation is now seeking donations from Jon’s colleagues and friends in order to 
supplement funds from the Dey family, Rotary Club of Wellington and others. 

Purpose of Award 

To assist research projects in the areas of work study or new technology aimed at 
improving forest engineering and harvest productivity. Projects need to be regarded as 
likely to be of practical application in New Zealand forestry. The research project must 
be undertaken at a recognised scientific institute or tertiary education institute in New 
Zealand under qualified supervision, and with demonstrated support from those working 
in the field of forest engineering and harvesting. 

Size and term of award 

To be determined by the Foundation Board in association with members of the Dey 
family once the available funding is established. It is anticipated there could be one or 
more annual awards, made available over a few years. 

Making Donations 

If you wish to make a donation to the Foundation, payments are be made by: 

 Cheque - to NZIF Foundation, PO Box 10513, Wellington 

 Internet Banking - BNZ 02 1269 0014573 00, please remember to include your name in 

the details field. 

If a receipt is needed for a donation deposited to the bank account, please email 
the Foundation advising the donation has been made, details of the donation (so it can 
be tracked in the bank records) and where the receipt should be sent. 

Remember, donations qualify for tax rebates, so give more and claim some back from 
IRD. 

Enquiries can be via email or via phone (04) 974 8421. 

Andrew McEwen 
Chairperson, NZIF Foundation 

Member’s Voice 
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Who wrote that crap about how Kiwis perceive forests? [In response to Northern 
Advocate, Friday 6 November 2015. "Panicked Cries". W. Benfield, Co-Chairman 
Council of Outdoor Recreation Associations NZ, Martinborough] 

Most, the great majority, haven't a clue except that "Forestry" implies idiots with 
chainsaws who regularly get themselves damaged and logging truck that roar past, 
either creating a traffic hazard or, on back roads, a dust storm. 

Clean water? About 95% have never in their lives seen a stream they'd be prepared to 
drink water from. 

Foresters? People who cut down trees. 

Our native bush well-managed? DOC haven't either the personnel or the funds to find 
out what is going on, let alone do anything about it. That was shown a week or so ago 
up here in Northland when a private individual took photos from the air if possum-
ravaged bush. 

The article in the local paper was capped by some idiot from the Outdoors Recreation 
(or whatever) outfit down country, claiming that we have always had moas, pigeons etc. 
browsing our forests. 

Now the Greens are getting into the act, conveniently forgetting their very strong part in 
persuading Labour to dismantle the Forest Service. 

John G Rawson  
Monday 9 November 

I was interested to read ‘Getting started on THE VISION - New Zealand’s (Forests in 
the) Future’. Does the NZIF’s vision only extend to indigenous protection forests, 
plantation forests and integrated farm-forests however these might be defined? Should 
the NZIF remit / concern / vision also be with trees outside these three types of forests? 
What happens to trees outside the three main forest types may be of equal or more 
importance to many New Zealanders. Shouldn’t the vision be about function and what 
trees can deliver, which everyone may be able to understand and relate to, rather than 
about forest types as defined conventionally by professional foresters? Who is the vision 
for: the NZIF members or the general public with a view to getting their understanding 
and support for trees in all their different locations? 

Guy Watt  
Tuesday 10 November 

Loved your weekly comment in this week's newsletter. Have come to the conclusion that 
few understand any concept of what is "sustainability". A few of my thoughts may be of 
use: 

Oxford Dictionary (OD) defines the word sustainable as an adverb:  
Able to be maintained at a certain rate or level 

The OD also defines sustainability as a noun:  
The ability to be sustained, supported, upheld, or confirmed 



Society of American Foresters (SAF) defined sustainability as:  
the capacity of forests, …to maintain their health, productivity, diversity, and overall 
integrity, in the long run 

The definition I prefer comes from the website of Land Learn NSW What is 
Sustainability?  
Sustainability could be defined as an ability or capacity of something to be maintained or 
to sustain itself. It’s about taking what we need to live now, without jeopardising the 
potential for people in the future to meet their needs. 

Brian Allison (the now deceased NZ Forest Products forest economist) used an analogy 
to explain the concept of sustainability. As some lizards are capable of regenerating their 
tails (in the event of it being broken off), a lizard could eat its tail provided they ate it at a 
rate no greater than the tails could regrow. The consequences of consuming the tail at a 
rate greater than that of the rate of regrowth would be disastrous! For a sustainable 
normal forest, the annual wood harvest should be no more than the annual increment. 

The problem in forestry is that the determination of wood growth is not easy. I liken a 
sustainable mature managed forest to money in a bank deposit (the capital). Provided 
the “harvest” is no more than the additional growth (the interest) then the capital remains 
intact. Unlike money in a bank, the problem in forestry is determining what is the forest 
capital and what is additional growth. 

To quantify the increment there is little or no substitute for actual measurement over 
time. Although the increment of every tree need not be measured, the increment can be 
determined by measurements in a representative and statistically valid number of 
sample plots (preferably permanent ones). Where increment estimates are required for 
large forests or regions yield tables (based on previous harvests) may be valid. 

Forest certification does not guarantee sustainability. I have searched in vain for any 
definition on the sites of the three major International certifying authorities. FSC, for 
example, has a detailed glossary but excludes anything that remotely could be called 
sustainability. Surprising! Also worrying is if a significant part of a forest (including 
plantations of introduced tree species) is sold off (for real estate development or 
conversion to another land use) it is very doubtful that the sustainable harvest levels of 
original forest area can be maintained. How did CHH forests ever attain certification if 
thousands of hectares of the original CHH estate were converted to dairy farms? 

Why should so much emphasis be given to wood harvest yields? Do not forests provide 
benefits other than the wood harvest? Forests do provide other important benefits but 
most of these benefits provide little or no financial return. For most forests the sale of 
harvested wood is the major, if not the only, source of income. As that income is only 
realised when the tree is finally harvested, all the costs of management from 
establishment, mapping, fire prevention, stand monitoring (especially growth), roading, 
etc, must be paid for before the sale of the harvested trees. As many of these costs can 
come to charge decades before final harvest the forest owner should expect compound 
interest on these expenses (as well as being rewarded for the risks of managing and 
maintaining the forest). It is often overlooked that investors can choose to invest the 
harvest returns in more profitable ventures with far shorter time horizons. If there little or 
no profit left over after harvesting there almost no incentive to invest in further forest 
management. If forest harvesting income covers little more the cost of extraction it is 
essentially a mining operation. If harvesting income is siphoned off by governments, 

http://www.landlearnnsw.org.au/


greedy companies or corruption, that is also essentially mining. Forest growing is 
probably the world's most capital intensive industry. 

Wink Sutton  
Wednesday 11 November 

Events 

NZIF Canterbury Local Section Meeting 

You and your partner or friend are invited to the next NZIF Canterbury meeting. 

Date: Thursday 3 December, 6pm  
Venue: Elms Hotel, 456 Papanui Road, Papanui 
Dinner: Smorgasbord of BBQ delicacies served with salads, followed by dessert  
Speaker: Terry O’Neill, Registered Member of NZIF, Forest Manager for Ashburton 
District Council  
Cost: $35 per person (pay for your own drinks) 

Topic: “A Marathon Effort” 

Terry had an unfortunate accident a few years ago which left him a paraplegic with no 
chance of competing in his beloved marathon races again. But he has taken to racing in 
his wheel chair, and will be very recently returned from competing in the prestigious New 
York Marathon. Terry asks us not to feel sorry for him, but he encourages us to 
contribute to the Catwalk Trust. Terry has high hopes from the work this Trust is doing, 
but he can tell you about that. Bound to be inspirational, come and enjoy this talk after a 
good repast and in even better company. 

RSVP: Terry O’Neill by Monday 1st December 

NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Meeting 

Christmas function with guest speaker Alan Tinnelly - Cyclone Ita windthrow event and 
native log recovery on the West Coast. 

Date: Wednesday 2 December 2015, 4pm  
Venue: Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond  
RSVP: Angus Malcolm by Wednesday 25 November 

Cyclone Ita caused significant windfall damage to indigenous forests on the West Coast 
and Northern South Island. The scale of wind-blown forest was exceptional with 
40,000ha of forest on public conservation land affected. The quantity of wind fallen trees 
prompted a call for the timber to be recovered, with special legislation needed to be 
passed. 

Logging is currently underway. Alan, as Senior Technical Advisor for MPI overseeing 
operations, has a fantastic array of photos, and will provide a commentary on how it is all 
proceeding. 

This will be our last local section event for 2015, so all members and potential members 
are welcome to stay for a drink and nibbles afterwards. 

mailto:terry.oneill@adc.govt.nz
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NZ Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December, from midday  
Venue: Trax Bar, Wellington Railway Station 

New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop 

Date: 24 November 2015, 9am-3.30pm  
Venue: SCION, Rimu Room, Te Papa Tipu Innovation Park, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua  
Cost: This workshop is free of charge for the first 50 delegates who register; thereafter a 
fee of $30 per person will contribute towards catering. Sponsorships are welcome. 

To register or for more information: Carel Bezuidenhout 
SCION’s second Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop aims to (a) bring 
industry people up to date on various value chain ideas, trends and opportunities, (b) 
allow industry people to meet new connections and (c) help to shape SCION’s value 
chain optimisation research programme in order to deliver pertinent results. The 
workshop will have several talks and a few discussion sessions. Various industry 
general managers, researchers, supply chain managers, marketing managers, traders 
and government groups have indicated their interest to attend. 

Presentations include: 

 Adding value and minimising costs along the NZ forestry value chain - Dave Robertson 

(Nelson Forests Ltd) 

 Understanding different collaborative value creation strategies for the wood industry - 

Prof Hamish Gow (Massey University) 

 The top-end of the value chain; land-use, a balancing act - Dr Tanira Kingi (SCION) 

 Wood export opportunities to India – challenges and trends - Jacob Mannothra (Zindia) 

Full flyer here. 

Announcements 

ForestTECH 2015 

Showcasing new developments in mobile applications, communications, remote sensing 
and cloud-based systems to improve forest planning, management and operations 

Date: 18-19 November 2015  
Location: Distinction Rotorua Hotel, Rotorua, New Zealand 

Date: 24-25 November 2015  
Location: Bayview Eden Melbourne, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia 

ForestTECH 2015 will provide local forestry companies with a timely overview of data 
collection tools, systems for better managing and analysing this information and forestry 
apps that have been developed, are available, and are adding value to forestry 
companies around the world right now. 

In addition to the FIEA conference, a short workshop on forestry GIS is being run by 
Scion on the afternoon of the second day for ForestTECH 2015 delegates 

mailto:Carel.bezuidenhout@scionresearch.com
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Full details on the programme for each venue and registration are available via the 
ForestTECH website. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount on the ForestTECH registration rate. Please 
email Jay for the discount code. 

 

Forestwood 2016 

Early bird registrations for Forestwood. a pan-industry conference being jointly hosted by 
Forest Owners Association (FOA), Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association 
(WPMA), Forest Industry Contractors Association (FICA) and supported by Woodco and 
NZ Farm Forestry Association (NZFFA), are now open. 

This is the fourth time that these organisations have held a joint conference which builds 
on the successes of previous individual and combined industry events/conferences 
which have attracted world class speakers and presenters. ForestWood 2016 is being 
held on 16 March 2016 at the SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre and this is a 
fantastic opportunity for organisations and individuals, with a keen interest in forestry, to 
engage with decision makers and professional specialists from the forestry industry. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount as follows: 

 

Date: 16 March 2016  
Venue: SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, Auckland 

http://foresttech.events/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz


Speakers include: 

 Kim Carstensen, Director General, Forest Stewardship Council 

 Ben Gunneberg, CEO, PEFC International 

 Gary Hartley, General Manager, Customers, GS1 New Zealand 

 Dr Elspeth MacRae, General Manager Manufacturing and Bioproducts, Scion 

Website: http://forestwood.org.nz/ 
Contact: info@forestwood.org.nz 

Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference 

Scion will be hosting an international Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference (FGPC 
2016) as part of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) 
calendar of events. 

The conference website is now live and is being regularly updated as more details are 
confirmed. 

Venue: Rotorua Energy Events Centre, Queens Drive, Rotorua  
Date: 14-18 March 2016  
Call for Abstracts final submission date: Thursday 26 November 2015  
Early bird registration closes: Thursday 14 January 2016 

The conference theme is “The next generation”, and a stimulating programme is being 
developed to include open dialogue on how to maximise productivity as well as the 
application of new technologies, such as genomics and remote sensing. We aim to 
showcase a range of ‘next generation’ opportunities including, showcasing multiple 
forestry species, and putting it all together to create outcomes for our forestry growing 
systems. 

The programme will be led by invited speakers that are internationally renowned, 
including Dario Grattapaglia from Brazil (eucalypts), Jerry Tuskan (poplar) and Christine 
Dean (Douglas-fir) from the USA, Antoine Kremer (pines and oaks) from France, Brian 
Cullis (statistics) from Australia, Ulrich Shurr (phenotyping) from Germany, Dave Pont 
(Individual-tree phenotyping) and John McEwan (animal genomics) from New Zealand. 

The conference is designed to appeal to academics, scientists, molecular and 
quantitative geneticists, silvicultural scientists interested in genetics, and government 
organisations and industry stakeholders. Geneticists from sectors outside forestry will 
also find topics of interest. 

WPMA Otago Regional Meeting 

Date: 2 December 2015  
Venue: Wains Hotel, Dunedin 

The Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association bring together all parts of New 
Zealand’s wood supply chain in one industry organisation. WPMA unites sawmillers, 
panel makers, pulp and paper makers, packaging providers, construction component 
fabricators, biochemical and bio-energy producers and the vital support industries that 

http://forestwood.org.nz/
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make the wood products sector one of New Zealand’s biggest manufacturing and export 
industries. 

These events are intended to introduce WPMA’s “Renewing New Zealand” Initiative and 
to particularly highlight the wood industry in the regions. The first regional meeting was 
hosted in Hawkes’ Bay, and highlighed what the region is doing to promote economic 
growth, the betterment of local communities and aims for the future. Mr Doug Ducker, 
Managing Director of Pan Pac, talked specifically on the role his company is playing in 
the community. 

Contact: Debbie Fergie, Promotions Manager, 03 544 1086. 

NZIS Health and Safety Event 

NZIS member rates are available to NZIF members. 

 Christchurch 

Venue: Riccarton Park, 165 Racecourse Road, Broomfield 
Date: 19 November, 12noon-3pm 

 Queenstown 

Venue: Novotel Queenstown Lakeside, Earl Street and Marine Parade, Queenstown 
Date: 20 November, 9am-12noonWorkplace Health and Safety Reform 

NZIS has already completed some overview workshops on Health and Safety and now 
we would like to bring you further follow-up training on the actual released changes to 
the Act. 

The Health and Safety Reform Bill has been passed by Parliament. It will come into 
effect on 4 April 2016. A final version of the new Bill can be seen here. 

Workshop Outline 

  Context to the changes in Health and Safety 

  Timeline 

  Critical new /strengthened concepts: 

 PCBU - (PCBU means a person conducting a business or undertaking: whether the person 

conducts a business or undertaking alone or with others; and whether or not the business or 

undertaking is conducted for profit or gain). 

 Officer - especially due diligence obligation 

 Worker 

 Sphere of influence - linked to nature of business or undertaking and not limited by employment 

or commercial contract. 

 Safety in design - whole of life 

mailto:debbie@wpma.org.nz
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 Focus on occupational health - especially asbestos 

 Lone/remote working 

 Move from hazard to risk 

 Worker participation 

 New penalties (not just financial) 

  Case studies (2x20 minutes) of how this will impact on companies 

  The SME governance perspective 

  Discussion and forumPresenter 

In conjunction with the Institute of Directors this Health and Safety event will be 
presented by Mike Cosman CMIOSH, MinstD of CosmanParkes 

Flyer and event links here. 

 

SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop 

The SNI Wood Council in conjunction with the National Biosecurity Capability Network is 
holding a biosecurity workshop to: 

 Provide the forestry sector in the SNI generally with an understanding of the National 

Biosecurity Capability Network and how it operates; 

 Provide the Network with key contact points within the SNI forestry sector in the event 

there is a biosecurity response in the region. 

Date: Friday 20 November  
Time: 10am - 3pm. Lunch will be provided  
Venue: ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, Palmerston North  
Interested parties: Senior managers, protection managers & GIS operators from forestry 
companies; owners and managers of private woodlots, particularly larger scale 
operators; and contractors who supply services to forestry companies.  
Purpose: The workshop is to enable understanding of how the NCBN works, who is 
involved, the internal structures, roles and responsibilities, payments for costs incurred 
and to identify areas where improvements can be made. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1584


This will be followed by a forestry related case study so that participants can better 
understand how a real life incursion response might play out. 

RSVP: Geoff Cameron, CEO Southern North Island Wood Council (Inc), telephone 027 
4450892 

In the News 

Government not prepared to take Climate Change steps that would put "huge 
costs on consumers and businesses"  
Stuff, 11 November 2015 

More than 160 countries are expected to pledge to reduce their carbon emissions at the 
World Climate Change conference which starts in Paris on November 30. 

There is a degree of unreality about the commitments countries are going to make to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions, Climate Change Minister Tim Groser says. 

In comments that are likely to dismay environmental activists, Groser insisted there was 
"no low hanging fruit" when it came to reducing New Zealand's domestic greenhouse 
gas emissions, and the country would need to rely heavily on buying its way out of the 
problem by purchasing carbon credits from other countries. 

There are high hopes the Paris meeting will represent a breakthrough in the battle 
against climate change and New Zealand plans to commit to cut carbon emissions by 30 
per cent from their 2005 levels by 2030. 

But Greenpeace executive director Russel Norman said New Zealand's commitment 
would be undermined both by the fact that it would not be binding and because the 
Government had not been clear about how the cut would be achieved. 

Read more here 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the  
organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

 ForestTECH, Distinction Hotel, Rotorua, website - 18-19 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Christchurch, Riccarton Park, 12noon-3pm - 19 

November 2015 

 SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop, ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, 

Palmerston North, RSVP to Geoff Cameron - 20 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Queenstown, Novotel Queenstown Lakeside, 9am-

12noon - 20 November 2015 

 New Zealand History of Science conference, email Rebecca Priestley - 23-24 November 

2015 

mailto:sniwoodcouncil@gmail.com
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 New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop, 9am-3.30pm, 

SCION, Rimu Room, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua, $30pp (first 50 registrations free), 

contact Carel Bezuidenhout - 24 November 2015 

 ForestTECH, Bayview Eden, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia, website - 24-25 

November 2015 

 Scion Product Quality Improvement Innovation Cluster meeting, 9.45am - 4.15pm, 

Rotorua, information and registration here - 25 November 

 NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Christmas function with guest speaker Alan 

Tinnelly, 4pm, Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond, RSVP to Angus Malcolm - 2 

December 2015 

 WPMA Otago Regional Meeting, Wains Hotel, Dunedin, contact Debbie Fergie - 2 

December 2015 

 Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015, from midday, Trax Bar, Wellington Railway 

Station - 11 December 2015 

 Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 

March 2016 

 ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, website - 16 March 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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