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President’s Column 

 

Last week’s newsletter mentioned I had met HRH Prince Charles the prior Sunday. This 
meeting was a privilege and an honour. I was very impressed with HRH's grasp of the 
issues facing the world and the role forests must play in reducing these. As foresters 
every one of us has a role to play. Our skills and knowledge can help produce a better 
and more sustainable world. It is a challenge and responsibility we must all accept. 

Most of you are aware I have been very vocal when your Council believe there are areas 
where forestry is being treated unequally to other sectors. Some of you may think I have 
been too forceful. However my belief NZIF must speak out when forestry is treated 
unequally was strengthened by my meeting with HRH. Our sector is too important to be 
ignored by our country’s leaders. We have so much we can offer New Zealand and the 
world. We need to encourage not discourage the sector to ensure the best brains want 
to be part of this pivotal sector. 

Therefore I will continue to advocate strongly for forests and forestry of all types. We are 
not perfect but I firmly believe as an industry we identify our failings and the make large 
internal efforts to improve and mitigate them. The work undertaken by the FOA 
environmental committee (most who are members of NZIF), the formation of FISC and 
the work of the Forest Policy Project all are examples of the sector seeking improvement 
from within. 

I have been told by some officials our sector is viewed as a sector constantly asking for 
handouts. Nothing could be further from the truth. The amount of volunteer work 
undertaken by this sector (including your own Council) is nothing short of amazing. 
Perhaps this is one of our failings. We have got into the habit of looking inwards to find 
people to help rectify or address sector issues. Perhaps we need to be more prepared to 
pay a professional in their area of expertise to help us. Are we really the best 
communicators, marketers or policy writers? I would say unlikely. Maybe we need to 
start hiring the best. 

Our sector is important. Your role in it is important. We need to promote ourselves better 
and we need to communicate to the rest of the world our skills showing how they can be 
used to improve world sustainability; including but not limited to climate change, 



biodiversity, erosion control, people's mental health, recreational pursuits, wildlife 
management, pest control, landscapes and many many other areas. 

You are important. Stand up and be proud of what you do and let's start making a real 
difference. 

 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

From the Registrar 

Application to become a Registered Member has been received from: 

 Ms Rosa Rivas Palma of Auckland 

Registration Reviews 

The following Registered Members have their five year reviews due: 

 Mr G Cameron of Wellington 

 Mr J Ellis of Tauranga 

 Mr B Rawley of Tokoroa 

 Mr H Marshall of Rotorua 

Any member of the Institute has the right to object to an application or review. Any 
objection should be made by lodging a notice with the Registrar within 20 working days 
of the first appearance (16 November) of the notice in this Newsletter, specifying the 
grounds of the objection. 

Mike Marren 
Registrar - NZIF Registration Board 

 



Events 

NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Meeting 

Christmas function with guest speaker Alan Tinnelly - Cyclone Ita windthrow event and 
native log recovery on the West Coast. 

Date: Wednesday 2 December 2015, 4pm 
Venue: Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond 
RSVP: Angus Malcolm by Wednesday 25 November 

Cyclone Ita caused significant windfall damage to indigenous forests on the West Coast 
and Northern South Island. The scale of wind-blown forest was exceptional with 
40,000ha of forest on public conservation land affected. The quantity of wind fallen trees 
prompted a call for the timber to be recovered, with special legislation needed to be 
passed. Logging is currently underway. 

Alan, as Senior Technical Advisor for MPI overseeing operations, has a fantastic array of 
photos, and will provide a commentary on how it is all proceeding. 

This will be our last local section event for 2015, so all members and potential members 
are welcome to stay for a drink and nibbles afterwards. 

NZIF Canterbury Local Section Meeting 

You and your partner or friend are invited to the next NZIF Canterbury meeting. 

Date: Thursday 3 December, 6pm 
Venue: Elms Hotel, 456 Papanui Road, Papanui 
Dinner: Smorgasbord of BBQ delicacies served with salads, followed by dessert 
Speaker: Terry O’Neill, Registered Member of NZIF, Forest Manager for Ashburton 
District Council 
Cost: $35 per person (pay for your own drinks) 
Topic: “A Marathon Effort” 

Terry had an unfortunate accident a few years ago which left him a paraplegic with no 
chance of competing in his beloved marathon races again. But he has taken to racing in 
his wheel chair, and will be very recently returned from competing in the prestigious New 
York Marathon. Terry asks us not to feel sorry for him, but he encourages us to 
contribute to the Catwalk Trust. Terry has high hopes from the work this Trust is doing, 
but he can tell you about that. Bound to be inspirational, come and enjoy this talk after a 
good repast and in even better company. 

RSVP: Terry O’Neill by Monday 1 December 

NZ Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December, from midday 
Venue: Trax Bar, Wellington Railway Station 

New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop 

mailto:angus.malcolm@capi.co.nz
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Date: 24 November 2015, 9am-3.30pm 
Venue: SCION, Rimu Room, Te Papa Tipu Innovation Park, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua 
Cost: This workshop is free of charge for the first 50 delegates who register; thereafter a 
fee of $30 per person will contribute towards catering. Sponsorships are welcome. 
To register or for more information: Carel Bezuidenhout 
Carel.bezuidenhout@scionresearch.com 

SCION’s second Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop aims to (a) bring 
industry people up to date on various value chain ideas, trends and opportunities, (b) 
allow industry people to meet new connections and (c) help to shape SCION’s value 
chain optimisation research programme in order to deliver pertinent results. The 
workshop will have several talks and a few discussion sessions. Various industry 
general managers, researchers, supply chain managers, marketing managers, traders 
and government groups have indicated their interest to attend. 

Presentations include: 

  Adding value and minimising costs along the NZ forestry value chain - Dave Robertson 

(Nelson Forests Ltd) 

  Understanding different collaborative value creation strategies for the wood industry - Prof 

Hamish Gow (Massey University) 

  The top-end of the value chain; land-use, a balancing act - Dr Tanira Kingi (SCION) 

  Wood export opportunities to India – challenges and trends - Jacob Mannothra (Zindia) 

 

Full flyer here  

Announcements 

Historic Film Evening 

NZIF members are invited to join the Wellington branch of the NZFFA on the evening on 
Wednesday 25 November for a ‘historic forestry film’ evening. 

The NZ Film Archive has prepared an evening’s screening of historic footage of both 
native and exotic forestry. Several short films, the earliest 1927, have been compiled into 
one presentation of about 75 minutes that will be shown on the evenings of 25 and 26 
November. They include Kauri logging, Rimu logging, working life as a bushman, the 
establishment of Kinleith forests, and Waipa and Kaingaroa operations in 1951 before 
Tasman opened at Kawerau. The NZFFA invites you to come along on Wednesday, 
enjoy a complimentary drink and some nibbles with us, and watch the movie. More 
information is available through this link. For your complimentary drink, tell them 
“NZFFA” at the bar. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1588
http://www.ngataonga.org.nz/now-showing/from-pine-cone-to-pinex-the-forestry-industry-in-nz/view/2015-11-26


Venue: Nga Taonga Sound & Vision, 84 Taranaki St, Wellington. 
Arrive after 6pm, screening at 7pm, running time around 75 minutes. 
Ticket price payable to Nga Taonga: $8 general, $6 with Gold Card. 

Note “The Song of the Kauri”, which was screened earlier this year, will be shown again 
on 27 and 28 November at 7pm. Anyone may attend. 

Free Health and Safety Representative Transition Training 

To bridge the changes between the existing and new legislation the Government is 
funding a programme of transition training for HSRs who have already been trained by 
an approved provider under the current Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992, to a 
minimum stage one. The training will detail the specific changes to the role of HSRs, and 
provide them with the information and skill-set they will need to operate under the new 
Act. 

Register for free at this link. 

Request - Laercio Duda 

An experienced bi-lingual Brazilian R&D team Manager is looking for a new challenge in 
New Zealand. A Brazilian educated forest engineer with a Master’s Degree in Tree 
improvement plus genetic improvement short courses in US (NC State) in 2003 and 
DSE/GTZ in Germany in 1991. Work experience includes 

 Management position in German Cooperative Forestry School (1988-1991) 

Plus the following experience in Brazil: 

 Tree Breeding Coordinator for Brazilian LWC/forestry corp INPACEL (1991-1998) 

 Senior Forestry Researcher, Champion do Brazil (1998-2004) 

 Forestry Consultant in Silviculture/R&D with GenFores Ltda (2004-2005) 

 Tree Improvement & Biotechnology Manager Rigesa (MeadWestVaco Subsidiary) 

(2004-2014) 

 Senior Manager of Forestry Research BSC-Copenor (2014-2015) 

Mr Duda’s resume indicates in summary: (1) Successful in adding value to company 
forests in Brazil and in some North American projects through increased productivity. (2) 
Committed to company quality and customer satisfaction objectives (3) Motivated 
decision-maker with a strong commitment to teamwork (4) Leadership to involve, 
motivate and empower teams to achieve their highest-levels of performance. It should 
be noted that Rigesa has one of the best forestry groups in Latin America and ranks 
among the international leaders, based upon performance, efficiency, including safety, 
and innovation. A detailed resume is available upon request and references are 
available. 

Contacts: 
New Zealand: Robert Donnelly (a former associate) 
Brazil: Laercio Duda Tel: +55 75 30311372 Mobile: +55 41 9993-2837 

Forestwood 2016 

http://www.ngataonga.org.nz/now-showing/song-of-the-kauri-3/view/2015-11-27
https://hsr-training.safetynaction.co.nz/
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Early bird Registrations for Forestwood. a pan-industry conference being jointly hosted 
by Forest Owners Association (FOA), Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association 
(WPMA), Forest Industry Contractors Association (FICA) and supported by Woodco and 
NZ Farm Forestry Association (NZFFA), are now open. 

This is the fourth time that these organisations have held a joint conference which builds 
on the successes of previous individual and combined industry events/conferences 
which have attracted world class speakers and presenters. ForestWood 2016 is being 
held on 16 March 2016 at the SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre and this is a 
fantastic opportunity for organisations and individuals, with a keen interest in forestry, to 
engage with decision makers and professional specialists from the forestry industry. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount as follows: 

 

Date: 16 March 2016 
Venue: SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, Auckland 
Speakers include: 

 Doug McKalip, Senior Advisor to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 

 Russell Taylor, President, International WOOD MARKETS Group Inc 

 Gary Hartley, General Manager, Customers, GS1 New Zealand 

 Dr Elspeth MacRae, General Manager Manufacturing and Bioproducts, Scion 

Website: http://forestwood.org.nz/ 
Contact: info@forestwood.org.nz 

Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference 

 

http://forestwood.org.nz/
http://forestwood.org.nz/
mailto:info@forestwood.org.nz


Scion will be hosting an international Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference (FGPC 
2016) as part of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) 
calendar of events. 

The conference website is now live and is being regularly updated as more details are 
confirmed. 

Venue: Rotorua Energy Events Centre, Queens Drive, Rotorua 
Date: 14-18 March 2016 
Call for Abstracts final submission date: Thursday 26 November 2015 
Early bird registration closes: Thursday 14 January 2016 

The conference theme is “The next generation”, and a stimulating programme is being 
developed to include open dialogue on how to maximise productivity as well as the 
application of new technologies, such as genomics and remote sensing. We aim to 
showcase a range of ‘next generation’ opportunities including, showcasing multiple 
forestry species, and putting it all together to create outcomes for our forestry growing 
systems. 

The programme will be led by invited speakers that are internationally renowned, 
including Dario Grattapaglia from Brazil (eucalypts), Jerry Tuskan (poplar) and Christine 
Dean (Douglas-fir) from the USA, Antoine Kremer (pines and oaks) from France, Brian 
Cullis (statistics) from Australia, Ulrich Shurr (phenotyping) from Germany, Dave Pont 
(Individual-tree phenotyping) and John McEwan (animal genomics) from New Zealand. 

The conference is designed to appeal to academics, scientists, molecular and 
quantitative geneticists, silvicultural scientists interested in genetics, and government 
organisations and industry stakeholders. Geneticists from sectors outside forestry will 
also find topics of interest. 

WPMA Otago Regional Meeting 

Date: 2 December 2015, 4.45pm 
Venue: Chancellor Room, Wains Hotel, 310 Princes Street, Dunedin 

The Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association bring together all parts of New 
Zealand’s wood supply chain in one industry organisation. WPMA unites sawmillers, 
panel makers, pulp and paper makers, packaging providers, construction component 
fabricators, biochemical and bio-energy producers and the vital support industries that 
make the wood products sector one of New Zealand’s biggest manufacturing and export 
industries. 

These events are intended to introduce WPMA’s “Renewing New Zealand” Initiative and 
to particularly highlight the wood industry in the regions. The first regional meeting was 
hosted in Hawkes’ Bay, and highlighed what the region is doing to promote economic 
growth, the betterment of local communities and aims for the future. Mr Doug Ducker, 
Managing Director of Pan Pac, talked specifically on the role his company is playing in 
the community. 

Contact: Debbie Fergie, Promotions Manager: or Phone 03 544 1086 

http://www.fgpc2016.nz/
mailto:debbie@wpma.org.nz


 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

 New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop, 9am-3.30pm, 

SCION, Rimu Room, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua, $30pp (first 50 registrations free), 

contact Carel Bezuidenhout - 24 November 2015 

 Scion Product Quality Improvement Innovation Cluster meeting, 9.45am - 4.15pm, 

Rotorua, information and registration here - 25 November 2015 

 NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Christmas function with guest speaker Alan 

Tinnelly, 4pm, Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond, RSVP to Angus Malcolm - 2 

December 2015 

 WPMA Otago Regional Meeting, 4.45pm, Wains Hotel, Dunedin, contact Debbie 

Fergie - 2 December 2015 

 NZIF Canterbury Local Section Meeting with guest speaker Terry O’Neill, 6pm, Elms 

Hotel, 456 Papanui Road, Papanui, RSVP to Terry O’Neill - 3 December 2015 

 Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015, from midday, Trax Bar, Wellington Railway 

Station - 11 December 2015 

 Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 

March 2016 

 ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, website - 16 March 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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