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President’s Column 

 

This week I wish to draw attention to the Ministry for the Environment’s recently 
published environmental goal of planting an additional 500,000 hectares by 2040 (see 
this link). This is an excellent development which we should be fully supportive of. It is 
pleasing to see this and hopefully it is a turning of the tide from the days when our 
Minister in 2013 wrote to us saying ‘the government encourages market-led adjustments 
to support sustainable environmental and land management.’ 

Whilst MfE’s goal is clear, how it is to be reached is not. I would hope NZIF members 
would be fully involved in designing the path to this goal. After all we are the 
professionals in this area and have the skills to complete the task. Perhaps the 
prediction of Foresters saving the world may come true after all. 

Whilst very pleased with MfE’s ambition I do find it ironic the announcement of 500,000 
new hectares coincides with the proposed review of the ETS and the Government’s 
announcement to exclude farming from the ETS on the questionable logic there is 
nothing agriculture can do; questionable, as we all know there is. They could plant trees, 
or they could could purchase NZU’s via the ETS, encouraging others to plant trees. After 
all is this not why we have an ETS? Is it not the case the power and transport sectors do 
exactly this to offset their emissions? I struggle to see how agriculture differs from these 
sectors. 

In Friday’s NZ Herald (link here), Brian Fallow stateS ‘Treasury advice in March, 
released under the Official Information Act, put the fiscal cost of exempting agriculture 
through 2020s at $4.5 billion.’ I struggle to understand how our Government can ignore 
this advice from Treasury and continue to keep agriculture out of the ETS. As agriculture 
contributes about 48% of New Zealand’s emissions the announcement to keep them out 
of the ETS seems ridiculous if we are really trying to make a positive change and do our 
fair share. This decision makes me start to wonder if there are some climate change 
sceptics within cabinet. 

If instead the Government had announced agriculture would be in the ETS the farmers 
would start looking for ways to mitigate their emissions and MfE’s goal of an additionally 
500,000 hectares of planting would be probably receive a fantastic kick start. We can all 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/about-us/generation-now-our-long-term-goals
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11551959


think of farms with some hill country which would be more economic and 
environmentally sound in trees rather than grass. 

Imagine if the Government reversed their announcement and said agriculture would be 
in the ETS; then, via MfE, offered help to ensure an additional 500,000 hectares were 
planted by 2040. It would be the classic carrot and stick approach and we all know these 
work. Additionally by 2040, New Zealand would have a thriving ETS, and thriving forest 
industry, farming would be more environmental sound (and most probably more 
profitable), our waterways would be vastly improved, and we would be contributing our 
fair share to reducing climate change. One change in policy and we go from being seen 
as country not doing its fair share to a leader in climate change. One change in policy 
and the future of New Zealand’s environment greatly improves. 

I applaud MfE’s stated goals. I hope other Government departments see this wonderful 
lead and make sure their policies are set to ensure these goals become a reality. 

 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

From the Registrar 

Registration application 

Application to become a Registered Member has been received from: 

 •Ms Rosa Rivas Palma of Auckland 

Registration Reviews 

The following Registered Members have their five year reviews due: 

 •Mr G Cameron of Wellington 

 •Mr J Ellis of Tauranga 

 •Mr B Rawley of Tokoroa 

 •Mr H Marshall of Rotorua 

Any member of the Institute has the right to object to an application or review. Any 
objection should be made by lodging a notice with the Registrar within 20 working days 
of the first appearance (16 November) of the notice in this Newsletter, specifying the 
grounds of the objection. 



Mike Marren  
Registrar - NZIF Registration Board 

From the Administrators 

Next week, Monday 7 December, is the final NZIF newsletter for 2015. Tune back in 
from 1 February 2016. 

NZ Wood Campaign - "Love our forests" 

I am delighted to share with you a preview of the new NZ Wood advertising campaign 
launching on 1 December this year. 

The aim of this campaign is to promote and profile the forest growing industry in a 
positive light and to educate the general public and politicians about the huge value the 
industry brings to New Zealand and New Zealanders. 

The concept “Love our forests” underpins all the reasons that forestry is great. We have 
used real people to tell the story and in the process, found some great talent lurking in 
the forestry industry! 

For this first phase of the campaign we have chosen three key areas: 

1. The economic benefits of forests  
2. The environmental benefits of forests, and  
3. The recreational benefits of forests 

These three themes have been created for both billboards and magazines/newspapers 
and are attached. 

The billboards are being placed at Wellington airport – one external billboard and two 
internal digital billboards. For those with exisiting billboards NZ Wood can provide the 
billboard images for your use if you want to upgrade. For any new billboards (and we 
encourage you to consider this) NZ Wood will provide the image/skin and the company 
would provide frame. 

The print campaign is running in Kia Ora magazine (Air New Zealand’s inflight 
magazine), NZ Logger and Sunday Star Times. This first phase of the campaign will run 
through until March/April 2016. 

We are also undertaking research to assist in understanding current perspectives and 
perceptions about the forestry industry which will help shape the strategy of future 
advertising and public relations work. While the preliminary results have been prepared 
there is still further work to be undertaken so we can provide a comprehensive package 
to the industry on the longer-term NZ Wood strategy based on that data. 

On behalf of the FOA/FFA promotions committee I welcome your comments and 
feedback on the campaign (and whether you want new billboards). 

Images can be found here. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1601


Paul Nicholls  
Chair FOA/FFA Promotions Committee 

 

Member’s Voice 

James,  
Just read your latest NZIF newsletter. I suspect that those officials critical of the Forest 
sector were from a farming background worried we are trying to get our malnourished 
snouts into their oversupplied trough. 

Anonymous  
24 November 2015 

Does New Zealand want to shut the door to Foreign Direct Investment? 

In July this year, the New Zealand Minster of Economic Development, Steven Joyce, 
stated that: “New Zealand needs $160 billion to $200 billion (US$105-130 billion) of 
business investment to meet the government's goals for boosting exports and research 
and development spending, requiring a better strategy to lure overseas funds and 
entrepreneurs”. 

However, according to New Zealand based international forest investment advisor 
Dennis Neilson of DANA, his government seems to be heading in the opposite direction 
recently, at least related to its attitude to overseas investment in rural (including timber) 
land. 

Neilson told Industry Intelligence that, “The country has always had a requirement for 
government approval for overseas investment in rural land and in sensitive areas. But for 
decades, bonafide investors, and especially repeat investors, had little difficulty in 
receiving approval.” 

“This process led to the injection of literally billions of dollars of overseas investment into 
forest and farming land in New Zealand, which has significantly boosted the productivity 
of New Zealand rural land, and has added substantially to employment and export 
earnings,” added Neilson. 

However, there is increasing concern amongst the industry and investors that the New 
Zealand Government is “shutting up shop” to overseas land investors. Recently the 



government rejected an application from Chinese company Shanghai Pengxin to 
purchase farmland – even though the New Zealand Overseas Investment Office had 
actually recommended that the purchase go ahead. 

Neilson has recently been approached by existing and potential timberland investors 
both overseas and in New Zealand, who have asked him what is going on with the 
government? “Some investors have told me that applications are getting “lost” in the 
process; even companies that have made multiple purchases in previous years and 
have an exemplary record of responsible, sustainable forest management in the country. 
Apparently applications can be held up for more than 12 months, compared with 
previous turnaround times of only a few months at worst.” 

One major investor has even suggested to him that, “The era of the expansion of 
international investment in New Zealand timberlands might be over.” That investor (quite 
rightly) suggested that no overseas organisation will want to place money in New 
Zealand if it concludes that it will be prevented from selling its asset at some later date to 
another overseas investor. 

Neilson has been involved in the New Zealand forest industry sector for over 40 years 
and laments this new apparent restricted policy. He notes that in a number of instances, 
overseas finance has been injected to rehabilitate major forest areas which had 
previously been badly mis-managed by New Zealand-owned firms. Probably the best 
international case study example of this is the turnaround of the 450,000 acre Kaingaroa 
Forest by the Harvard Management Company, after it bought into a sadly neglected New 
Zealand-owned asset in 2003 and transformed it over the next decade, into the most 
profitable forest in the world. 

Also he adds, “This policy seems to be flying in the wind of international trends: For 
instance, in Brazil where the government has experienced the negative impact of a 
restrictive overseas land investment policy since 2010, it is now working to change the 
law, to once again, unlock international investment back into its forestry sector.” 

Neilson concludes by stating: “The sad reality is that there is simply not the depth of 
funding within New Zealand to even scratch the surface of achieving Minister Joyce’s 
objectives. The money has to come from off-shore. So why the government seems to be 
closing the doors is a mystery to me.” 

Dennis Neilson  
DANA Ltd 

Events 

NZIF Auckland Section (ASIF) Christmas Function 

Date: Wednesday 2 December, 5pm  
Location: Carrington’s Pump House (building 33) carpark, Gate 3, Carrington Road, 
UNITEC, Mount Albert 

Learn about the fascinating history of the Unitec Institute of Technology Mt Albert 
campus through its trees and buildings, followed by a Christmas dinner to be held at 
Carrington’s Pump House Function Centre located on campus. 



The campus and many of its buildings were used as a psychiatric hospital from 1867 to 
1993, but had a prior history of Maori occupation from the 14th century followed by 
European farming in the 19th century. 

Join Penny Cliffin, Senior Lecturer in Landscape Architecture at Unitec, for a guided 
walk around part of the UNITEC Arboretum located on the 55 hectare campus grounds. 
Penny and her team of students have now catalogued and named over 2,000 trees and 
shrubs, including more than 200 different species. 

The guided walk will commence at 5:30 pm and last about an hour. Drinks and dinner 
will follow, at the over 100 year old Pump House function centre. Please assemble from 
5:00 pm at Carrington’s Pump House (building 33) carpark, accessed through Gate 3 
from Carrington Road. 

Spouses and partners are welcome to attend both the Arboretum guided walk and the 
dinner. 

The cost of the dinner and drinks is being covered by NZIF Head Office hence there is 
no cover charge. 

To add a little frivolity to the evening’s activities, there will be a Secret Santa 
Presentation - with a twist. In lieu of a cover charge, ASIF members are requested to 
bring a gift wrapped “Secret Santa” present, maximum value $15. So this weekend get 
out to the Warehouse and do your Christmas shopping! Bringing a prezzie is not 
mandatory, but only those who bring one will be involved in the Secret Santa 
presentation. 

Please RSVP for the 'Unitec Arboretum and Christmas Dinner’ as soon as possible so 
that we can confirm catering: to Philip Elworthy. 

NZIF Canterbury Local Section Meeting 

You and your partner or friend are invited to the next NZIF Canterbury meeting. 

Date: Thursday 3 December, 6pm  
Venue: Elms Hotel, 456 Papanui Road, Papanui  
Dinner: Smorgasbord of BBQ delicacies served with salads, followed by dessert  
Speaker: Terry O’Neill, Registered Member of NZIF, Forest Manager for Ashburton 
District Council  
Cost: $35 per person (pay for your own drinks)  
Topic: “A Marathon Effort” 

Terry had an unfortunate accident a few years ago which left him a paraplegic with no 
chance of competing in his beloved marathon races again. But he has taken to racing in 
his wheel chair, and will be very recently returned from competing in the prestigious New 
York Marathon. Terry asks us not to feel sorry for him, but he encourages us to 
contribute to the Catwalk Trust. Terry has high hopes from the work this Trust is doing, 
but he can tell you about that. Bound to be inspirational, come and enjoy this talk after a 
good repast and in even better company. 

RSVP: Terry O’Neill by Tuesday 1 December. 

mailto:%20philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:terry.oneill@adc.govt.nz


 

NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section 

Christmas function with guest speaker Alan Tinnelly - Cyclone Ita windthrow event and 
native log recovery on the West Coast. 

Date: Wednesday 2 December 2015, 4pm  
Venue: Nelson Forests Ltd, 58A Gladstone Road, Richmond - Please note venue 
change 
RSVP: Angus Malcolm by Monday 30 November 

Cyclone Ita caused significant windfall damage to indigenous forests on the West Coast 
and Northern South Island. The scale of wind-blown forest was exceptional with 
40,000ha of forest on public conservation land affected. The quantity of wind fallen trees 
prompted a call for the timber to be recovered, with special legislation needed to be 
passed. Logging is currently underway. 

Alan, as Senior Technical Advisor for MPI overseeing operations, has a fantastic array of 
photos, and will provide a commentary on how it is all proceeding. 

This will be our last local section event for 2015, so all members and potential members 
are welcome to stay for a drink and nibbles afterwards. 

NZ Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December, from midday  
Venue: Trax Bar, Wellington Railway Station 

Announcements 

WPMA Otago Regional Meeting 

Date: 2 December 2015  
Venue: Wains Hotel, Dunedin 

The Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association bring together all parts of New 
Zealand’s wood supply chain in one industry organisation. WPMA unites sawmillers, 
panel makers, pulp and paper makers, packaging providers, construction component 
fabricators, biochemical and bio-energy producers and the vital support industries that 

mailto:angus.malcolm@capi.co.nz


make the wood products sector one of New Zealand’s biggest manufacturing and export 
industries. 

These events are intended to introduce WPMA’s “Renewing New Zealand” Initiative and 
to particularly highlight the wood industry in the regions. The first regional meeting was 
hosted in Hawkes’ Bay, and highlighed what the region is doing to promote economic 
growth, the betterment of local communities and aims for the future. Mr Doug Ducker, 
Managing Director of Pan Pac, talked specifically on the role his company is playing in 
the community. 

Contact Debbie Fergie, Promotions Manager, telephone 03 544 1086 

NZ ETS Stakeholder meetings - Forestry Sector 

Date: Tuesday 15 December 2015, 1.30-3pm  
Location: Wellington 

Date: Thursday 17 December 2015, 11.30am-1pm  
Location: Christchurch 

The Government has started its review of the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme 
(NZ ETS) to assess its operation and effectiveness to 2020 and beyond. 

As a key stakeholder to the NZ ETS, your involvement in the review is important. This 
email provides information on the written submissions process for the review and 
outlines the stakeholder meetings proposed. For more information on the review process 
and to view the discussion document, visit this link. 

Written Submissions 

The Government has released a discussion document setting out the key issues for the 
review. This discussion document includes information on the NZ ETS and poses a 
range of questions for public feedback. 

Written submissions are being sought on:  
1. Some of the transitional measures that were introduced to moderate the impacts of 
the NZ ETS  
2. How the NZ ETS needs to evolve for our future circumstances  
3. Operational and technical improvements. 

There are two closing dates for submissions. Some matters are being treated as priority 
matters because they may be candidates for legislative change during 2016. 

  Submissions on priority matters are being accepted until 5pm 19 February 2016. 

  Submissions on the remainder of issues under review will be accepted until 5 pm 30 April 

2016.Technical notes will also be published on some issues in December and early 

2016. These will provide further detail and analysis on matters under review. We will 
email you again when the technical notes become available, but we also encourage you 
to regularly check the Ministry for the Environment website for updates during the 
review.  
 
Stakeholder meetings 

mailto:debbie@wpma.org.nz
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/consultation/new-zealand-ets-review-201516-consultation


The Government is holding meetings with stakeholders representing a range of NZ ETS 
interests. 

We would like to invite you to attend an initial meeting for the Forestry Sector. Dates and 
Locations above. 

This aims to provide:  
1. An overview of the issues being considered in the review as outlined within the 
Discussion Document  
2. Information on additional targeted meetings we would like to hold with you in early 
2016 (explained further below)  
3. Advice on how to make a submission  
4. An opportunity for you to ask any questions about the consultation process. 

If you would like to attend this Information Session, please confirm your attendance and 
preferred location viaemail by 5.00pm, Monday 7 December 2015. 

Please note the sessions are invite only and spaces may be limited. However if you want 
to suggest another party who may be interested in attending an Information Session, 
forward their name and/or organisation with their email and phone number to the above 
contact address. 

Further details on the exact location of the meeting will be confirmed to you by email. 

Additional targeted meetings are also proposed from mid-January to early February 
2016. These will be focused on your market sector and will include the opportunity for 
you to discuss issues with Ministry representatives. 

 

The NZ ETS Review Team  
Ministry for the Environment - Manat? M? Te Taiao  
Website: www.mfe.govt.nz 
23 Kate Sheppard Place, PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143 

Scion Forest Science Seminar - Final for 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December 2015, 12noon - 1pm  
Location: Rimu Room, Scion, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua 3010, New Zealand 

Ecology and pathogenicity of oomycetes  
Presented by Ramesh Vetukuri, SLU Sweden 

Ramesh Vetukuri is a visiting scientist with Scion’s Forest Protection team from the 
Department of Plant Protection Biology at the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences (SLU) in Alnarp, Sweden. Ramesh will give an overview of the group’s work as 
such and speak more specifically about two projects:  

mailto:nzetsreview@mfe.govt.nz
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/


1. Avr1-like effector genes in Phytophthora infestans, the potato blight  
2. Soil sampling survey of oomycete species diversity in South Sweden 

Late blight of potato and tomato, caused by the oomycete Phytophthora infestans, is a 
global threat to food security and hugely economically costly to the Swedish potato 
industry. Approximately half of all fungicides used in Swedish agriculture are directed at 
controlling potato late blight, new control measures are timely and necessary. Effectors 
are molecules produced by pathogens that manipulate host cell structure or functions to 
facilitate infection and/or trigger defence responses (e.g. expression of classical 
resistance genes in host plants). Identifying the precise biochemical functions of such 
molecules within pathogenicity and/or host defence and exploitation of these data in 
translational research are a major challenge. Our research therefore aims to bridge this 
gap by developing new and sustainable ways to control oomycete diseases, based on a 
platform of fundamental research. 

Ramesh Vetukuri completed his masters in Biochemistry from the Bhartidasan 
University in India, followed by a second masters in Molecular Biology in Uppsala 
University, Sweden. Ramesh completed his doctoral study at the Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala on gene silencing mechanisms in Phytophthora infestans 
and is currently pursuing a postdoc on Genomics of different Oomycete species. 

Remote Attendees 

Webinar: Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android; https://scion.zoom.us/j/547641874 
Telephone: +64 (0) 9 801 1188 (New Zealand Toll); Meeting ID: 547 641 874; 
International numbers available here. 
H.323/SIP room system: H.323: 162.255.37.11 (US West) or 162.255.36.11 (US East); 
Meeting ID: 547 641 874; SIP: 547641874@zoomcrc.com 

Contact: Katrin Webb, Business Development Manager, Scion. 

New Zealand Land Treatment Collective Annual Conference 2016 

Date: 16-18 March 2016  
Location: Gisborne  
Queries: Marie Dennis via email, or telephone 07 343 5723. 

The fate of waste products our society creates is critical to the maintenance of New 
Zealand’s ecosystems. This conference will communicate some of the latest information 
on waste management and also connect people interested in sustainable waste 
management. 

The New Zealand Land Treatment Collective was established in 1989 to support 
research on treatment of waste products by land application so as to help identify 
effective and sustainable solutions for the management of waste products. The activities 
of this non-profit organisation are managed by Scion, where land treatment of waste 
products in forests has been researched since 1978, although now various other New 
Zealand organisations are contributing to the work performed by the collective. Given 
that the application of waste products to land is a sensitive issue, a key focus of the 
collective is community engagement, providing stakeholders, policy makers and advisors 
with up-to-date information that can be used to appropriately manage the wastes our 
towns and cities generate. 

https://scion.zoom.us/j/547641874
https://scion.zoom.us/j/547641874
https://scion.zoom.us/zoomconference?m=S0hURuIUeoPU2QTyXCjlcOm8b-4ZkBj
mailto:Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com
mailto:nzltc@scionresearch.com


Visit the website here. 

 

Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future (GCFF) Conference 

Date: 10-12 May 2016  
Location: Auckland  
Website: http://gcff.nz/news-and-events/ 

This conference will present the latest results of the various projects carried out under 
the GCFF research programme (funded by the Forest Grower Levy Trust and MBIE). A 
detailed programme and online registration will be available in early 2016. 

The latest newsletter (Issue 4) from the Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future (GCFF) 
Research Programme includes: 

 A summary of work done to examine where in New Zealand radiata pine plantations are 

growing below their potential; this has indicated that many forests in the Hawke’s Bay 

region in particular are not as productive as they should be. 

 A report on the establishment of a new series of trials to further examine how the 

treatment of seedlings in the nursery affects field performance, which builds on from past 

work that suggests significant gains can be made. 

 A description of the “DiscBot” Scion has developed which vastly increases the range and 

rate at which assessments of wood quality can be made, using a selection of sensors to 

provide information on wood density, microfibril angle and spiral grain. 

 A summary of the various events the GCFF programme has supported, including 

engagement with sector stakeholders, regional councils and central government on a 

range of issues. 

The newsletter also outlines progress on a number of other topics, and more detail 
describing the results from the GCFF programme provided at the recent 2015 Forest 
Growers Research Conference. To read the newsletter, visit here. 

Free Health and Safety Representative Transition Training 

To bridge the changes between the existing and new legislation the Government is 
funding a programme of transition training for HSRs who have already been trained by 
an approved provider under the current Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992, to a 
minimum stage one. The training will detail the specific changes to the role of HSRs, and 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/calendar-events/nzltc-annual-conference-2016
http://gcff.nz/news-and-events/
http://gcff.nz/publications/


provide them with the information and skill-set they will need to operate under the new 
Act. 

Register for free here. 

Request - Laercio Duda 

An experienced bi-lingual Brazilian R&D team Manager is looking for a new challenge in 
New Zealand. A Brazilian educated forest engineer with a Master’s Degree in Tree 
improvement plus genetic improvement short courses in US (NC State) in 2003 and 
DSE/GTZ in Germany in 1991. Work experience includes 

 Management position in German Cooperative Forestry School (1988-1991) 

Plus the following experience in Brazil: 

 Tree Breeding Coordinator for Brazilian LWC/forestry corp INPACEL (1991-1998) 

 Senior Forestry Researcher, Champion do Brazil (1998-2004) 

 Forestry Consultant in Silviculture/R&D with GenFores Ltda (2004-2005) 

 Tree Improvement & Biotechnology Manager Rigesa (MeadWestVaco Subsidiary) 

(2004-2014) 

 Senior Manager of Forestry Research BSC-Copenor (2014-2015) 

Mr Duda’s resume indicates in summary: (1) Successful in adding value to company 
forests in Brazil and in some North American projects through increased productivity. (2) 
Committed to company quality and customer satisfaction objectives (3) Motivated 
decision-maker with a strong commitment to teamwork (4) Leadership to involve, 
motivate and empower teams to achieve their highest-levels of performance. It should 
be noted that Rigesa has one of the best forestry groups in Latin America and ranks 
among the international leaders, based upon performance, efficiency, including safety, 
and innovation. A detailed resume is available upon request and references are 
available. 

Contacts  
New Zealand: Robert Donnelly (a former associate) 
Brazil: Laercio Duda; tel +55 75 30311372; mobile +55 41 9993-2837 

Research at Scion 

Fire risk spreads with wilding conifers 

Wilding conifers have long been considered a risk to our ecologically significant highland 
regions, but they may also significantly increase wildfire hazards 

The invasion of unwanted wilding conifers throughout highland farming and conservation 
areas has been recognised as a problem for many years. These species dramatically 
alter the nature of the ecosystem, and are hard to displace once established. However, 
wilding conifers also pose a threat to the wider environment by greatly increasing the 
amount of fuel available to support wildfires. This effect was evident in the 2008 Mount 
Cook Station fire that consumed 750 ha of wildings and grassland. However, resolving 
the problem using herbicide sprays to kill the wildings must be considered carefully, as 
this approach will leave a large quantity of drying wood amongst the grassland for many 

https://hsr-training.safetynaction.co.nz/
mailto:rhdonely@xtra.co.nz
mailto:rhdonely@xtra.co.nz
mailto:rhdonely@xtra.co.nz
mailto:laercioduda@hotmail.com


years, acting to further increase the fire hazard during this window of time. To help 
develop improved systems to both reduce fire risk and control fires once they have 
started, Scion fire scientists have been conducting experimental wilding conifer burns 
near Twizel. This research, undertaken with the support of local landowners and 
regional fire fighters, will provide new data that will improve the management of wilding 
confer stands and support decision making during fire incidents. 

Scion’s Rural Fire Research Team is based in Christchurch and carries out research on 
fire in New Zealand's forests and rural landscapes. The team focuses on understanding 
how fires are likely to behave in different weather conditions, terrain and fuel types, and 
the factors affecting public and fire fighter safety that are essential to fire management 
and prevention. 

Website link 

So how does Scion’s forest research get funded? 

Various funding systems exist to support the big programmes, the little projects and 
everything in between 

The research conducted by Scion benefits many people and organisations – sector 
stakeholders gain from improved industry practices, environmental monitoring work 
addresses conservation concerns, while research into our indigenous species assists 
the preservation of our ecological heritage. This varied work combines to produce much 
value for New Zealand as a whole – but how is it supported? 

Until recently, much of the activity carried out by Scion was provided predominantly by 
Government in the form of contestable funding for large programmes, which included 
many projects working around a common thread, and smaller funds that could be 
accessed to support individual projects. This system has changed substantially as 
Government funding is now moving towards a partnership model, which requires that the 
sector benefiting from the research provides significant support to carry out the work. For 
the forestry sector, this has taken the form of the funding provided by the Forest 
Growers Levy, which is now an important part of national level forest research 
programmes. Options still exist to find funding for smaller or local-level projects, 
however. The Sustainable Farming Fund provides resources for farmers and foresters to 
engage with research providers such as Scion to achieve specific goals. The AGMARDT 
Agribusiness Innovation Grants offer opportunities for primary sector stakeholders to 
establish projects that will improve their practices and improve value chains, while the 
Sustainable Land Management (SLM) Hill Country Erosion Programme helps regional 
councils and provides targeted funding for catchment initiatives. 

So where do you fit into this? Although it may seem complex, there are options for all 
sector stakeholders to either lead or support efforts to get funding for research into the 
forestry issues that affect you. The Scion Research Office is available to help. 

For more information, please get in touch with Alison Slade. 

Forestwood 2016 

Early bird Registrations for Forestwood, a pan-industry conference being jointly hosted 
by Forest Owners Association (FOA), Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/publications/scion-connections/healthy-land,-healthy-rivers,-healthy-people
mailto:Alison.Slade@scionresearch.com


(WPMA), Forest Industry Contractors Association (FICA) and supported by Woodco and 
NZ Farm Forestry Association (NZFFA), are now open. 

This is the fourth time that these organisations have held a joint conference which builds 
on the successes of previous individual and combined industry events/conferences 
which have attracted world class speakers and presenters. ForestWood 2016 is being 
held on 16 March 2016 at the SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre and this is a 
fantastic opportunity for organisations and individuals, with a keen interest in forestry, to 
engage with decision makers and professional specialists from the forestry industry. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount as follows: 

Date: 16 March 2016  
Venue: SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, Auckland  
Speakers include: 

 Russell Taylor, President, International WOOD MARKETS Group Inc. 

 Gary Hartley, General Manager, Customers, GS1 New Zealand 

 Dr Elspeth MacRae, General Manager Manufacturing and Bioproducts, Scion 

Website: http://forestwood.org.nz/ 
Contact: info@forestwood.org.nz 

Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference 

 

Scion will be hosting an international Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference (FGPC 
2016) as part of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) 
calendar of events.  
The conference website www.fgpc2016.nz is now live and is being regularly updated as 
more details are confirmed. 

Venue: Rotorua Energy Events Centre, Queens Drive, Rotorua  
Date: 14-18 March 2016  
Call for Abstracts final submission date: Thursday 26 November 2015  
Early bird registration closes: Thursday 14 January 2016 

The conference theme is “The next generation”, and a stimulating programme is being 
developed to include open dialogue on how to maximise productivity as well as the 
application of new technologies, such as genomics and remote sensing. We aim to 
showcase a range of ‘next generation’ opportunities including, showcasing multiple 
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forestry species, and putting it all together to create outcomes for our forestry growing 
systems. 

The programme will be led by invited speakers that are internationally renowned, 
including Dario Grattapaglia from Brazil (eucalypts), Jerry Tuskan (poplar) and Christine 
Dean (Douglas-fir) from the USA, Antoine Kremer (pines and oaks) from France, Brian 
Cullis (statistics) from Australia, Ulrich Shurr (phenotyping) from Germany, Dave Pont 
(Individual-tree phenotyping) and John McEwan (animal genomics) from New Zealand. 

The conference is designed to appeal to academics, scientists, molecular and 
quantitative geneticists, silvicultural scientists interested in genetics, and government 
organisations and industry stakeholders. Geneticists from sectors outside forestry will 
also find topics of interest. 

In the News 

Revised ETS may boost carbon forestry 

Thursday, 26 November 2015  
Press Release: NZ Forest Owners' Association 

Forest owners are welcoming the review of the NZ Emissions Trading Scheme. 

“The discussion document is refreshing in its candour. It clearly states that New Zealand 
needs to reduce its carbon emissions and for this to happen, policy settings need to 
change,” says Forest Owners Association chief executive David Rhodes. 

“It acknowledges that carbon prices need to be higher so that businesses have the 
incentive to invest in reducing their emissions in New Zealand. Most importantly for 
forestry, it emphasises that there needs to be much more long-term policy certainty than 
we have seen since the ETS was launched in 2008.” 

He says carbon stored in forests planted after 1989 enabled New Zealand to meet its 
obligations under the Kyoto Protocol, despite a surge in emissions elsewhere in the 
economy. 

Continue reading here. 

Paris climate change conference to highlight forestry role 

The Paris climate change conference, which opens in 10 days will be a huge global 
opportunity to highlight the importance of forests, according to European Agriculture 
Commissioner Phil Hogan. 

He was speaking at a breakfast meeting on ‘Europe’s Forests in the Sustainability 
Spotlight’ at the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

He said it is becoming increasingly clear to a growing number of EU policymakers that 
forests and the forestry sector hold many of the answers to shared societal and 
environmental challenges. 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO1511/S00422/revised-ets-may-boost-carbon-forestry.htm


Mr Hogan said wooded areas cover about 40% of the EU total area and have been 
expanding steadily. 

The new EU Forest Strategy is providing guidance, direction and a blueprint for ideas. 

“There is a pressing need to ensure the long-term sustainable management and 
development of forests, balancing the economic, social, and environmental benefits they 
deliver,” he said. 

Mr Hogan said the Forest Strategy aims to establish the right framework to achieve this 
aim. It seeks to promote the sector’s ability to create innovation, growth and jobs. 

“Forestry is one of the main sectors that keep our rural areas vibrant and sustainable. 
Forest-based industries provide nearly three and a half million jobs in the EU and 
produce a total added value of €135bn a year,” he said. 

Continue reading here. 

 

FAO at COP21: supporting the quest for a new global agreement on climate 
change 

"The climate is changing faster than our efforts to address it." Barack Obama, 2014 
Climate Summit, United Nations, New York 

Watch the FAO Forestry video produced for 2015 International Day of Forests, 21 March 
2015: Forests Climate Change: sustainably managed forests are the frontline against 
climate change 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 21st Conference of the 
Parties 

FAO will be present at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) in Paris, France (30 November–11 December 
2015), with a high-level delegation led by the FAO Director-General, José Graziano da 
Silva. As a formal Observer to the COP21 negotiations, FAO’s role is to support 
UNFCCC processes and help FAO member countries engage in them, by providing 
technical advice in the areas of its mandate. 

Read more here. 

Report: Forestry is No. 2 source of greenhouse gas in Oregon 

by Emily Green, 19 November 2015 

http://www.irishexaminer.com/farming/news/paris-climate-change-conference-to-highlight-forestry-role-367407.html
http://www.fao.org/news/audio-video/detail-video/en/?uid=11001
http://forestry.fao.msgfocus.com/q/1bARMg9beWaPzZw1hMF/wv


Researchers recommend reining in timber industry's carbon emissions 

Greenhouse gas emissions from timber industry practices in western Oregon are at least 
four times greater than emissions from Oregon’s last remaining coal plant in Boardman, 
and equivalent to between 2 million and 4 million new cars on the road, according to a 
report released Tuesday by the Center for Sustainable Economy, Geos Institute and 
Oregon Wild. 

“Emissions from industrial forestry – and no one’s disputing this – rank near the top of 
Oregon’s greenhouse gas emissions,” said lead report author and president at the 
Center for Sustainability, John Talberth. He said using standard measurements, forestry 
ranks second as the largest source of greenhouse gas in Oregon, averaging between 
about 9.8 and 19.4 million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions each year since 
2000. 

Continue reading here. 

Facilitating Innovation in the Forest Sector 

Remarks by David Brand, CEO of New Forests, 20 November 2015 

CSIRO-IFA Workshop - Creating our future: Facilitating innovation in the forest 
sector 

Forestry has been through some tough times in Australia over the past few years. The 
rise and then collapse of the MIS sector, the global financial crisis, the struggle to remain 
competitive with a high Australian dollar, a volatile housing market, and the associated 
financial decline of many long term players in the industry has meant that the forestry 
sector has lacked energy. Today, however, those tough times are largely behind us and 
we are nearly through a recapitalisation of the industry, the Australian dollar has 
moderated, and housing is at record levels. The industry is making money again and is 
able to reinvest and look to the future. 

Australia, alongside the USA and New Zealand, has significant institutional investor 
ownership - probably approaching 60%. That means companies like ours actively 
compete against several other investment managers and need to demonstrate the ability 
to systematically add value to the assets we acquire. We need to focus on the 
fundamentals, and as I noted earlier, continuously look for ways to be more efficient, 
more profitable, or more resilient than our competitors. To the institutional investors who 
provide the capital, performance is increasingly transparent, and those who fail to 
actively add value or who end up in stakeholder or community battles will find it harder 
and harder to raise capital for future investments. That really focusses the business on 
performance... 

...[i]n terms of what makes an innovative organisation, I would say that there are four or 
five key things. 

The first is an orientation towards curiosity…A second aspect of an innovation culture is 
having a mix between what I would call an execution orientation and a ‘how to do things 
better’ orientation…The third area to spur innovation is to take a long-term view, rather 
than a quarter-to-quarter view…The fourth area is around the joint benefits of workplace 

http://news.streetroots.org/2015/11/19/report-forestry-no-2-source-greenhouse-gas-oregon


diversity and an external focus. Solutions to problems come from drawing on a wide 
range of perspectives. 

Full Speech here. 

The Silent Friends: A Beautiful Short Film Celebrating Our Abiding Bond with 
Trees 

A cinematic ode to our oldest living companions by Spanish multimedia storytelling outfit 
Kauri.https://vimeo.com/135857941 

Advertisement 

Climate Change Operations Analyst - Ministry of Primary Industries 

 

Lead Operational analysis to support the delivery of the forestry aspects of the 
Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) with specific focus on the Field Measurement 
Approach. 

We currently have an exciting opportunity for a Climate Change Operations Analyst 
within the Spatial Forestry and Land Management Directorate. In this role you will 
provide operational analysis to support the Field Measurement Approach (FMA) as 
applied to Post-1989 Forestry participants in the New Zealand Emissions Trading 
Scheme and Permanent Forest Sink Initiative (PFSI). 

Spatial, Forestry and Land Management is responsible for implementing policy initiatives 
to support sustainable land management, the use of our forestry resources and New 
Zealand’s climate change responsibilities. We cover the length of the country - from 
ancient Kauri forests in Northland to exotic forests in the back blocks of rural Southland. 

Key responsibilities for the role are (but are not limited to): 

 Becoming a subject matter expert in all aspects of the FMA including issuing sample 

plots, data collection and submission, data analysis and quality control, and the 

production of participant specific look up tables. This also includes acquiring a detailed 

knowledge of the forestry sector regulations, the FMA Standard, the FMA Information 

Standard, and the FMA Guide; and the associated business processes, data validation 

rules, and software systems. 

 Contributing to development & refinement of information/documentation describing FMA 

operation to ensure efficient & accurate data processing and improvement of business 

processes. 

https://www.newforests.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/DBrand-Speech-to-CSIRO-IFA-November-2015.pdf
https://vimeo.com/135857941


 Undertaking data analysis and assist with software development and testing associated 

with continuous improvement of the FMA approach, including implementation of any new 

carbon accounting approaches. 

 Maintaining and enhancing professional relationships with FMA participants, consultants 

and the forestry sector 

 Providing support to MPI’s regional Programme Implementation Advisers and ETS 

Compliance Staff relating to the FMA. 

 Providing operational and analytical support for broader ETS operational matters. 

To be successful in this role you should have: 

 A Tertiary qualifications in forestry, or in a technical data processing and modelling field 

with an interest in natural resource management, or demonstrated relevant experience 

of data processing and modelling to an equivalent level. Skills in forest growth modelling, 

statistical analysis, or manipulation of XML data files would be an advantage. 

 Demonstrated experience in working with computer databases & transactional 

processing. 

 Experience dealing with stakeholders. 

Salary: $48,424 - $68,471 

For further information and to view the position description please head to our 
careers site. To apply for the role (submit a cover letter and curriculum vitae), please 
click “APPLY NOW”. For tracking and reporting purposes, all applications must be 
submitted through our online careers portal. 

If you have any questions about the role, you may contact Serina Regali for a 
confidential discussion or call 04 894 0749. 

In order to be considered for this role, applicants must be immediately available for an 
interview within New Zealand and must hold a current New Zealand work permit or be a 
New Zealand resident. 

Applications for this role will not be accepted after 5pm on 4 December 2015. 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

 NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Christmas function with guest speaker Alan 

Tinnelly, 4pm, Nelson Forests Ltd, 58A Gladstone Road, Richmond, RSVP to Angus 

Malcolm - 2 December 2015 

 NZIF Auckland Section (ASIF) Christmas Function, Carrington’s Pump House (building 

33) carpark, Gate 3, Carrington Road, UNITEC, Mount Albert, 5pm, RSVP to Philip 

Elworthy - 2 December 2015 

 WPMA Otago Regional Meeting, 4.45pm, Wains Hotel, Dunedin, contact Debbie 

Fergie - 2 December 2015 

 NZIF Canterbury Local Section Meeting with guest speaker Terry O’Neill, 6pm, Elms 

hotel, 456 Papanui Road, Papanui, RSVP to Terry O’Neill - 3 December 2015 

http://www.mpi.govt.nz/about-mpi/careers
mailto:%20serina.regali@mpi.govt.nz
mailto:angus.malcolm@capi.co.nz
mailto:angus.malcolm@capi.co.nz
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:debbie@wpma.org.nz
mailto:debbie@wpma.org.nz
mailto:terry.oneill@adc.govt.nz


 Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015, from midday, Trax Bar, Wellington Railway 

Station - 11 December 2015 

 NZ ETS Stakeholder meetings - Forestry Sector, 1.30-3pm, Wellington - 15 December 

2015 

 NZ ETS Stakeholder meetings - Forestry Sector, 11.30am-1pm, Christchurch - 17 

December 2015 

 Scion/IUFRO Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 

March 2016 

 ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, website - 16 March 2016 

 New Zealand Land Treatment Collective Annual Conference 2016, 

Gisborne, website - 16-18 March 2016 

 Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future (GCFF) Conference, Auckland, website - 10-12 

May 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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